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Original Communications. 





SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE CLIMATE 
AND MEDICAL RESOURCES OF MADEIRA. 


By Francis H. Brown, M.D., Boston. 


Tue knowledge of a forthcoming work on 
the Island of Madeira, by Dr. Grabham, of 
Funchal, has prevented me, hitherto, from 
embodying in an article the results of ob- 
servations made by me in 1868. The ap- 
pearance of the book* this year enables me 
to give it a notice, and to incorporate with it 
such of my own observations as may be of 
interest to the profession, and for the good 
of their patients. 

Dr. Grabham, a member of the Royal 
College of Physicians of London, driven 
from his home to a milder climate by the 
state of his own health, has been a careful 
and patient observer for a number of years, 
and, studying, as he has, under the most 
favorable circumstances and with the ex- 
perience of former laborers in the same 
field, may be taken as an excellent au- 
thority not only on the climatology of Ma- 
deira, but of numerous other localities of 
the old world to which herefers. His book 
comes to us from the well-known firm of 
the Churchills, and is a valuable handbook 
for those seeking a retreat from the vicissi- 
tudes of severe climates. 

It is singularly unfortunate that a place, 
presenting such manifest advantages to pa- 
tients suffering from pulmonary and other 
diseases, should have been so little visited 
by Americans, and it would seem that only 
a want of knowledge of these advantages 
could lead to so marked a neglect. Unfor- 
tunately, the island is somewhat difficult of 
access to Americans. As we have hitherto 
had but little trade with Madeira, commu- 
nication between the United States and the 
island has been limited to a chance vessel, 
or to a circuitous steamer passage by the 
way of England or France. Except, there- 
fore, to a few Americans only, Madeira is a 





* Grabham: The Climate and Resources of Madeira: 
London. 1870. 
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forbidden land.* To our own people Ma- 
deira is no less untried than unknown. 
Until the last year or two our libraries have 
hardly contained one of the numerous me- 
dical and scientific works} which have been 
written ; for hardly any place, so limited 
in extent, has been so thoroughly worked 
up by medical men and naturalists, as the 
island in question. The climate, the me- 
teorological conditions and their effects on 
invalids have been carefully studied by sci- 
entific persons, and the results obtained 
utilized for the good of the sufferer. In the 
matter of Natural History, every depart- 
ment has been fully investigated, and many 
large and exhaustive works have been writ- 
ten on the Faunaf and Flora, and the volume 
of Dr. Grabham completes a series which, 
in fulness and accuracy, scarcely leaves 
anything to be desired for a full knowledge 
of the island. 

Madeira is an island, of volcanic origin, 
situated between the parallels of 32°49'44” 
and 32°37'18” N. lat., and between 16°39’30” 
and 17°16'38” of long. W. from Greenwich. 
Its extreme length is thirty miles, and its 
greatest breadth twelve anda halfmiles. Its 
general shape is anirregular pentagon. Its 
area is, approximately, 240 square miles. 
Thesurface of the Islandis extremely broken ; 
at the centre it rises in mountains of from 





* Eight steamers calling at Madeira, both in their out- 
ward and homeward passages, now leave England regu- 
larly every month, sailing from Liverpool, Southampton 
and other ports, The steamers are commodious, clean 
and generally satisfactory ; the passage is accomplished 
in about six days, and tickets are issued at from £12 to 
£20. Toa person accustomed to the sea by the passage 
to England, the farther experience of the voyage to Ma- 
deira can hardly be irksome. Invalids in the latter 
stages of consumption, to whom railway travelling has 
become difficult or impossible, are enabled to reach Ma- 
deira without undue exertion, and the vessels which 
now carry passengers are fully furnished for their 
especial wants. The direct passage, by sailing vessel, 
from America is about twenty-five days. No ports 
are necessary in coming to Madeira. The gold and sil- 
vor coins of all countries are current on the Island. Let- 
ters and bills of credit can be drawn on merchants resid- 
ing in Funchal. F 

+ An excellent collection of medical, scientific and 
general works on Madeira may now be found at the Bos- 
ton Public Library ; a few also may be seen at the Boston 
Athenzum. 

¢ Brown: Some Observations on the Fauna of Madei- 
ra, with list of books appended. Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. 


Hist., vol. xii., 1868. . 
[Wuorz No. 2206 
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4000 to 6000 feet, and this elevated ridge ex- 
tends, in almost unbroken continuity, and 
of an average height of 4000 feet, a large 
part of the length ofthe Island. From each 
coast ravines penetrate the Island to a great 
depth, separated from each other by spurs, 
which terminate on the coast in bold head- 
lands, and these again, subdividing and 
running one into the other, give the whole 
Island a rugged aspect, a succession of 
hill and hollow, in endless iteration. The 
bold, rocky shores of the Island—present- 
ing, as stated by many travellers, the finest 
coast scenery in the world—its rugged sur- 
face and wild ravines, appear like one mass 
of volcanic mountains, with here and there 
a space for the villages of the inhabitants. 

The Island of Madeira contains something 
more than 100,000 inhabitants, and the city 
of Funchal about 30,000. 

Madeira forms one of a group which in- 
cludes properly Porto Santo and the De- 
sertas—all of the same wild character. 
Madeira, however, is the only one which is 
resorted to by visitors. Its latitude places 
it nearly 10° north of the Tropic of Cancer, 
and a few degrees beyond the winter limits 
of, the North East trades. It is about on 
the parallel of Charleston, S. C.; while it 
is nearly 320 miles distant from the coast 
of Africa, 260 north of Teneriffe, and nearly 
300 south of the Western Islands. More- 
over, it is in the track of those portions of 
the Gulf Stream which descend from the N. 
N.W. toward the African coast, and of that 
current which runs to the westward of Por- 
tugal and along the coast of Africa to the 
eastward of the SargassoSea. The perfect 
isolation of Madeira, its semi-tropical posi- 
tion and its relations to the Gulf Stream, 
give it, as a whole, a decided character of 
uniformity. In addition, the peaks of the 
Island collect around them a heavy veil of 
clouds, which shuts off the ardent rays of 
the sun during the day, while, at night, it 
prevents the radiation of heat from the 
earth’s surface. 

The charac‘eristics of the climate of Ma- 
deira are a mild, moist air, and a marked 
uniformity of temperature. The Madeira 
group will be seen to occupy a space be- 
tween the isothermals of 64° and 68°. Not 
to hinder one with long tables and figures, 
its mean annual temperature is 67°30’* at 
the sea level; that is 17° warmer than that 
of London, and about 9° warmer than that 
of Nice. Sir James Clark says :—‘‘ The 
mean annual temperature of Funchal, the 
capital of the Island, is 64°56’, being about 
5° only above that of the Italian and Pro- 


* Grabham, Op. cit. 














vengal climates. This very moderate tem- 
perature, relatively to its low latitude, 
arises, however, from the summer at Mg- 
deira being proportionally cool. For, whilst 
the winter is 20° warmer than at London, 
the summer is only 7° warmer ; and whilst 
the winter is 12° warmer than in Italy and 
Provence, the summer is nearly 5° cooler,*” 
The mean annual range of temperature at 
Madeira is, as nearly as may be, 9°; the 
mean monthly progression and recession 
nearly 2°6’. Its mean temperature for the 
four seasons is for winter, 61°20’—spring, 
65°39’—summer, 70°01’—autumn, 67°87’, 
The following table, giving the mean quar. 
terly and annual temperature, of well-known 
resorts, is inserted for reference. 


Winter. Spring. Summer. Autumn. Mean. 
Algierst 655 66 77 60 64 
Azorest 57°83 61°17 68°33 62°33 62°40 
Cairo§ 58°52 73°58 85-10 71°48 72°17 
London|| 39°12 48°76 62°32 51°35 50°39 
Malta? 57.33 63°50 78°16 71°00 67°50 
Mentone** 49°5 60 73°5 55°6 59°5 
Naplest¢ 48°50 58°50 70°83 64°50 61°40 
Pauty 41°79 54°96 67°41 55°64 54:95 


In Madeira, therefore, there is only a 
difference of 9° between summer and win- 
ter; whereas, in London, which may rep- 
resent an English climate, there is a corre- 
sponding difference of 23°, and, at Mentone, 
of 24°. All the foregoing observations con- 
cerning Madeira agree substantially with 
the records of former times, and thereis no 
evidence of any change having occurred, in 
the period during which observations have 
been taken. The winters of Madeira are, 
with rare exceptions, mild; its summers, 
especially in the higher parts of the Island, 
to which visitors generally go, are compa- 
ratively cool; more particularly to those 
visitors who seek the Island enfeebled by 
the debilitating malarial fevers of the Afri- 
can coasts. The description of Plutarch, in 
his Life of Sertorius, of the islands of this 
region—‘‘ the changes of the seasons are 
almost always gentle and the air is pure 
and wholesome’’—shows that the half 
fabled, half real Insule Fortunate of the 
ancients possessed a mild climate in those 
days, as well as our own. Speaking of the 
Mediterranean, Bennett says :—“‘‘ It is well 
to recollect that, in such a climate, in the 
warmer temperate zones, winter is, by no 
means, avoided. The descriptions of the 
winter climate of Nice, Cannes, Hyére and 
Italy in general, contained in most books of 
travel, works on climate and guide books, 





* Clark: The Sanative Influence of Climate. Lon- 
don. 1841. 

+ Armand: Climat de l’Algerie. t Blunt. 

§ Humboldt, from Nouet. || Howard. 

“| Army Medico-statistical Reports. 

** Bennett. +t Broschi. tt Christison. 








grew ww ee uwvv awe O™melCU®” 


~ 


_ 
0 





CLIMATE AND MEDICAL RESOURCES OF MADEIRA. 347 





——— 





——————————_ 


are mere poetical delusions. * * * * I be- 
lieve that continuous warm weather in win- 
ter, and the complete absence of cold days 
or nights are not to be met with in the 
temperate regions ; only in tropical regions ; 
and those regions present many drawbacks 
both to health and comfort. If they are 
considered requisite, however, the tropics, 
or, at least, Madeira, should be selected, 
not the Mediterranean.’’* To show that 
the climate of Madeira is not strictly inva- 
riable, we may instance the fact that seve- 
ral unseasonable winters have been record- 
ed.f Such exceptions, however, are rare, 
and do not invalidate the advantages of the 
Island in a sanitary point of view. In my 
quotations, as well as in the general tone of 
the article, it will be noticed I do not refer 
to the questions whether diseases are best 
treated by continuous warmth or cold ; the 
true question seems to be, whether, unless 
a warm or moist air is decidedly contraindi- 
cated, it be not better to adopt the absolute 
uniformity of Madeira, than run the risk 
of changeable weather on the Mediterra- 
nean, in Florida or Minnesota. If it be de- 
cided, in any special case, that a bracing, 
stimulating climate is desirable, such an 
one cannot be found in Madeira. 

‘The mean annual standing of the baro- 
meter, corrected for altitude and tempera- 
ture, is 30.14 inches, and the variations are 
very slight and infrequent.’’t 

The prevailing winds of Madeira are from 
the N.E.; they are said to blow during 
nine months of the year. During one year, 
Dr. Grabham gives 263 days of N.E.—8 of 
N.—i of E.—and 62 of W. wind, in 340 ob- 
servations. The winds from the N., E., 
and N.E., give the finest weather; those 
from the W. and S.W. occur at intervals 
during the winter months, and are the har- 
bingers of the warm rains which occur at 
that season. In considering the character 
of Madeira, notice must be taken of the fact 
that its principal resort for invalids, the 
city of Funchal, is situated on the southern 
shore of the Island, completely closed in by 
high mountains from the direct action of the 
northerly winds, and only exposed to di- 
rect and violent winds at occasional inter- 
vals, during certain seasons of the year. 

At infrequent intervals during the year 
Madeira is visited by hot, dry winds from 
the E.S.E.,§ which usually continue three 
or four days, called by the Portuguese lesté. 
The southerly wind which is experienced in 





* Bennett: Winter and Spring on the Shores of the 
Mediterranean. London. 1870. 

+ Gourlay : Natural History of Madeira. Lond. 1811. 

t Grabham, op. cit. § Heineken ; Philos. Maga. 





the South of Europe, and is called by the 
Italians the sirocco, is, to a certain extent, 
the analogue of the leste, and yet differs 
from that wind in certain marked qualities. 
Whereas the sirocco is hot, moist, and re- 
laxing, the lesté is hot, dry, and of a stimu- 
lating nature. It is the general impression 
that this wind comes from Africa, and that 
there—as the simoon—it gathers up the 
sand from the arid deserts and deposits it on 
the seas and islands to the westward. 
Darwin attributes the dust which is con- 
stantly falling near the Cape de Verde Is- 
lands to the wear and tear of volcanic rocks 
on the coast of Africa. Maury, however, 
gives a different interpretation to the origin 
of the microscopic organisms constituting 
this red dust. ‘‘ This dust, when subjected 
to microscopic examination, is found to 
consist of infusoria and organisms whose 
habitat is not Africa, but South America, 
and in the Southeast trade wind region of 
South America. Professor Ehrenberg has 
examined specimens of sea dust from the 
Cape de Verdes and the regions therea- 
bout, from Malta, Genoa, Lyons and the 
Tyrol; and he has found asimilarity among 
them as striking as it would have been had 
these specimens been all taken from the 
same pile. South American forms he re- 
cognizes in all of them; indeed, they are 
the prevailing forms in every specimen he 
has examined.*”? Without entering on the 
arguments which Maury introduces to prove 
his theory of the circulation of atmospheric 
currents—all of which may be read in his 
book—we are only interested to know that, 
in the neighborhood of Madeira, the lower 
current, which constitutes the leste, comes 
from the East, and that, during the few 
days of its continuance, it replaces the 
moist atmosphere by one of a very dry cha- 
racter. The condition of the lesté air is, 
by no means, too dry for a certain propor- 
tion of invalids resorting to that Island—in 
fact, many are in the habit of expressing 
their improved condition during its con- 
tinuance, and desire to live in a perpetual 
leste—or otherwise, in a uniformly warm 
and equally dry atmosphere. It needs but 
a moment of reflection to convince one that 
a person who improves in Madeira under 
the lesté is, by no means, a fit person for 
the Island, but should, at once, seek some 
drier climate ; on the other hand, those who 
feel languid and oppressed under its influ- 
ence are those who are most likely to be 
benefited by remaining in a position where 
the atmosphere is, for the most part, uni- 


* Maury: Physical Geography of the Sea. New 
York. 1857. 
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formly warm and moist, just the climate, in 
fact, which Madeira offers. It is still far- 
ther natural to infer that those invalids who 
find themselves benefited by the blowing of 
the sirocco in the South of Europe would 
be much relieved by a prolonged residence 
in Madeira, where they will find a mild and 
moist condition as the normal state of the 
atmosphere, and the reverse. 

The annual rain fall of Madeira is placed 
at 29 inches. There are, however, conside- 
rable variations—in some years, the whole 
amount has not reached 20 inches, and, in 
others, it has exceeded 40; but an amount, 
between 25 and 30 inches, may be looked 
for with tolerable certainty.* The rains 
are of the character generally noticed in 
semi-tropical countries. In October, it oc- 
curs in occasional heavy showers; Novem- 
ber and December are generally interspers- 
ed with rainy days; the month of January 
is often without rain, and is, perhaps, the 
driest and pleasantest month of the year; 
February is uncertain; March usually brings 
much fine weather; April and May are 
spring months, with occasional showers; 
June is almost invariably cloudy; July, 
August and September are cloudless 
months of unbroken sunshine. Even in the 
winter season, however, there are few con- 
secutive rainy days, and very few in which 
an invalid need be altogether confined to 
the house. During January and February 
snow generally falls upon the mountains, 
but is seldom seen below 3000 feet above 
Funchal, and never below 2500 feet. In 
reference to the humidity of Madeira, the 
Island is almost invariably bathed in an at- 
mosphere containing aqueous vapor in a 
considerable quantity, and subject to little 
variation ; and, to the constant presence of 
this agent, the uniformity of Madeira wea- 
ther is considerably due. It is only neces- 
sary to notice the exuberance of growth of 
ferns} and other moisture-loving plants, the 
rapid deliquescence of certain salts, &c., to 
prove the general moisture of the atmo- 
sphere. This statement purposely excludes 
alltangible fogs, mists and clouds ; although 
the mountains are seldom divested of their 
curtain of clouds, and they are constantly 
seen at sea to be resting over the Island, 
they do not, at any time, descend to the 
level of Funchal or other portions of the 
Island frequented by visitors, or indeed be- 
low 2000 feet from the level of the sea. 
The hygrometric condition of the Madeira 
atmosphere has been observed by many 





* Grabham: Op. cit. 


+ Brown: List of the Ferns and Fern allics of Ma- 
Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist, 
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persons by means of Dr. Mason’s* hygro. 
meter, the inventor of which spent a year 
in Madeira, and his observations are found 
to agree substantially with more moderp 
records. The work of Dr. Mason containg 
much valuable information on the Island, 
especially in relation to its meteorology. 
In Funchal the humidity, taking the mean 
of the year, is 76, ‘‘the most agreeable 
amount of humidity to healthy persons be. 
ing when the relative humidity is between 
70 and 80 percent.’’{ I obtained the same 
result by the use of the hygrodeik in Ma. 
deira, and a remarkable correspondence ex. 
isted between the observations on the Island 
and a series of some 150 observations made 
to the eastward of the Gulf Stream, while 
making the voyages to and from Madeira, 
The atmosphere of the Island is more moist 
than in our own country, though perhaps 
not more so than in England—at the same 
time, the atmosphere is, at no time, damp, 
understanding, by that term, that moisture 
and chilliness which we often experience in 
New England. 

With this review of the physical peculia- 
rities of Madeira, we are ready to see the 
opinions expressed by writers on climate in 
regard to its adaptability to the cure of dis- 
ease. 

‘Dr. Fothergill, who wrote so far back 
as 1775, and Dr. Gourlay, in 1811, both ad- 
duced proofs of the mildness and equability 
of the climate of Madeira, and its beneficial 
effects on pulmonary diseases. Till the 
late Dr. Renton, however, brought the sub- 
ject before the medical profession, in a pa- 
per published in the Edinburgh Medical and 
Surgical Journal in 1817, its advantages 
were not generally known in England. The 
observations of Dr. Heineken, published in 
the Medical Repository in 1824, have placed 
Madeira, as a winter resort for invalids, 
above any other spot in the northern hemi- 
sphere. That the climate of Madeira can 
prolong life, even under very unfavorable 
circumstances, the case of Dr. Heineken 
himself will afford a sufficient proof. This 
gentleman repaired to Madeira in 1820, 
when his case was pronounced by some of 
the most acute physicians in Britain to be 
rapidly approaching to a fatal termination ; 
nevertheless, he managed to live in com- 
parative comfort for nine years. His death 
was ultimately occasioned by exposure 
while returning from the adjacent Island of 
Porto Santo in an open boat. * * * * Dr. 





* Records of General Science, vol. iv. 

+ Mason: a Treatise on the Climate and Meteorology 
of Madeira: London. 1850. 

t Parkes: Practical Hygiene. 
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Renton, who, at his request, performed the 
autopsy, expressed himself astonished how 
he could have sustained life with so small 
a portion of his respiratory organs, there 
peing scarcely a vestige of one lung re- 
maining, and the other was in a condition 
which would not have allowed him to exist 
in England.’’* 

Sir James Clark, in his work on climates, 
says :—“ When we take into consideration 
the mildness of the winter and the coolness 
of the summer, together with the remarka., 
ble equality of the temperature during the 
day and night, as well as throughout the 
year, we may safely conclude that the cli- 
mate of Madeira is the finest in the northern 
hemisphere. There is no occasion for a 
person throughout the winter in Funchal, 
to breathe, night or day, within doors, an 
atmosphere below the temperature of 64°; 
or in the country, during the summer, at 
such a height as to ensure dryness, above 
that of 74°F 

Dr. Lund, an English physician who 
practised for several years on the Island, 
after giving certain numerical facts regard- 
ing the condition of consumptives in Eng- 
land, and referring to the occasional natu- 
ral cure of the disease, says :—‘‘ Experience 
has proved that persons coming, for various 
periods of time, to such a climate as Madei- 
ra, in the early or, occasionally, in the ad- 
vanced stages of the disease, have their 
complaints arrested, when they have the 
prudence to conjoin proper regimen and 
treatment with the effects of climate. In 
all stages the most distressing symptoms 
are, almost invariably, so much ameliorated 
as to cause comparatively little inconve- 
nience, and where this relief does not occur, 
the case is an exception to the general rule. 
Even in the most advanced stages, the 
downward progress of the disease is much 
retarded, all the distressing symptoms ame- 
liorated, and the patient has the great ad- 
vantage of freely inhaling a balmy atmo- 
sphere out of doors, which gives much re- 
lief. The great majority are thus enabled 
to pass with comfort their remaining term 
of life, and can generally take out-door ex- 
ercise, or sit in a garden, till a day or two 
before finally sinking. This affords a great 
contrast to what the invalid suffers at home, 
where, being necessarily confined within 
doors and deprived of many enjoyments, he 
passes through a long and dreary winter in 
an artificially heated atmosphere. * * * * 
No means as yet discovered can compen- 





* White: Madeira, its Climate and Scenery : Edin- 
burgh. 1857. 


t Clark: Op. cit. 





sate for a natural, mild and pure atmosphere, 
affording opportunities of regular daily 
exercise.’’* 

Dr. Mittaier, who studied the climate of 
Madeira on the spot for three years, says :— 
‘‘It is my opinion that Madeira offers in 
combination the chief climatic conditions 
which are indispensably necessary to the 
recovery of invalids. Notwithstanding 
what I have said, the question still re- 
mains unsolved, whether the best possible 
place of resort for invalids has yet been 
discovered ; for perhaps even a better place 
than Madeira may be found. In the mean 
time, however, Madeira certainly deserves 
the physician’s most attentive considera- 
tion.”’ 

The late Dr. Andrew Combe, writing to 
a friend, says :—‘‘ If I must go abroad, I 
shall most likely return to Madeira, on the 
simple ground that, if I must forego the 
pleasures of home, it is better to resort at 
once to the most advantageous climate than 
to adopt the half measures of going to 
Italy, Jersey, or the south of England.’ 7 

A brief mention of the diseases likely 
to be benefited by a residence in Madeira 
must close the subject. 

The great advantage of Madeira, as al- 
ready stated, is its uniformity of tempera- 
ture and the mildness of the atmosphere— 
desiderata which we are the farthest from 
attaining in the variable and inconstant cli- 
mate of the Northeastern United States. 
In all those cases of lung diseases due to 
congestion, in’'acute or chronic inflamma- 
tion of the bronchi, very little relief can be 
looked for where excessive changes of heat 
and cold, of wet and dry are continually 
taking place, as with us, and, still more, in 
those happy accidents of ‘curable con- 
sumption ’”’ which we are confident some- 
times take place, where tubercles, and, 
perhaps, cavities have existed, we can 
hardly look for such results here. ‘‘ Again, 
where one part of any organ is prevented 
by disease from doing its duty, it becomes 
doubly imperative that the remaining por- 
tion of healthy structure, which has double 
work to perform, should be placed under 
as favorable circumstances as possible for 
the more efficient discharge of its increased 
functions ; hence the necessity of a con- 
stant supply of pure air, when only a lim- 
ited part of the lung is acting. These cir- 
cumstances show that, if a change is to be 
made, it should be to some decidedly good 
climate, possessing advantages sufficient 
to repay the invalid for the sacrifice he un- 


* White: Op. cit. 





+ Combe: Life and Correspondence. 
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dergoes in leaving the comforts of home. 
In my own case, | acted, many years ago, 
according to this advice, and with the best 
results. * * * * In addition to those suf- 
fering from chest complaints, there are 
other classes of invalids who are much bene- 
fited by a sojourn in Madeira; such as 
those laboring under morbid conditions of 
the blood and the diseases arising from this 
state—rheumatism, scrofula, kidney affec- 
tions and various chronic diseases, imper- 
fect recoveries after fevers, and those who 
cannot resist cold and consequently suffer 
from internal congestions and imperfect 
action of the skin. Persons suffering from 
affections of the brain and nervous system 
or a tendency to apoplexy, asthma, chronic 
diarrhoea and dysentery, should not be sent 
to Madeira.’’* 

‘It is not too much to say that persons 
threatened with phthisis, who are marked 
with the general evidence of a consump- 
tive tendency, but in whom the disease is 
not yet locally manifest, invariably escape 
after one or two winters in this climate. 
In the latter stages of consumption, a resi- 
dence in Madeirais by no means powerless, 
and by it life is often prolonged and render- 
ed comfortable in the most hopeless cases. 
* * * Of the stages or degrees of con- 
sumption likely to be most benefited by 
the climate of Madeira, all physicians who 
have hitherto practised here agree in re- 
commending its trial in a very early period 
of the disease, as that in which the greatest 
amount of good may be expected. My own 
experience also leads me to concur in the 
view that cases of this kind almost invari- 
ably derive benefit. * * * In the more ad- 
vanced stages of consumption a patient is 
placed, at Madeira, in circumstances which 
powerfully second a judicious and careful 
planoftreatment. He is ableatoncetosecure 
the advantage of some kind of open-air life 
and exercise; and moreover he is, to a 
very great extent, secure from the collate- 
ral complications of an inflammatory cha- 
racter, whether of bronchitis or pleurisy, 
which are so often known to constitute 
secondary lesions of much gravity and di- 
rect causes of acceleration in the progress 
of mischief. In the less severe of these 
cases the disease is not unfrequently ar- 
rested, and in very many life is much pro- 
longed. * * * * It is by no means nnusual 
to receive persons in extreme sickness, 
whose cases had been deemed hopeless at 
home, and to find that they eventually re- 
vive. The earliest climatic influences in 





* White: Op. cit. 





a 
such cases is to be observed in the contro} 
of hectic fever, nocturnal perspiration ang 
cough ; and those have the best prospect of 
amendment whose tendency to a fatal ter. 
mination is by successive attacks of bron. 
chitis, pneumonia or pleurisy, and also b 
the gradual advance of exhausting de. 
bility.’’* 

One must not look for a sudden or ve 
marked improvement, certainly at first ; in. 
deed, the patient should be satisfied if the 
first few months or the first year show no ad. 
vance, but only an arrest of the disease, 
Nature must be the curative agent. Ma. 
deira and all similar places merely furnish to 
the patient the most advantageous circum. 
stances for nature to act, by enabling him 
to.live quietly in the enjoyment of a mild 
atmosphere. ‘‘I would strongly advise 
every person who goes abroad for the re. 
covery of his health, whatever may be hig 
disease, or to whatever climate he may go, 
to consider the change as placing him merely 
in a more favorable situation for the removal 
of his disease. * * * * All the circum: 
stances requiring attention from the inva. 
lid at home should be equally attended to 
abroad. * * * * It is in truth only by 
a due regard to all these circumstances 
that the powers of the constitution can be 
enabled to throw off or even materially to 
mitigate in the best climate a disease of 
long standing.’’ 

A few additional remarks on the conve- 
niences for invalids which Madeira offers 
may serve as a guide to those seeking the 
Island. Madeira has so long been a resort 
for English invalids that it has accumulat- 
ed all those necessaries and luxuries of life 
which are essential to the comfort and well 
being of the sick, and the visitor need fear 
no deprivation of home comforts which his 
forced exile might seem to deprive him of. 
Excellent hotels, with good food and beds, 
exist in Funchal. Perhaps the best is that 
of Mr. and Mrs. Miles, whose kindness and 
devotion to their patient-guests are remem- 
bered by their visitors both from America 
and England. The price of board at the 
best houses is low. Persons desiring greater 
quiet can easily obtain furnished apartments 
or entire houses (quintas) at moderate rates, 
Servants accustomed to the ways of Eng- 
lish travellers can be obtained, who, if de- 
sired, take entire charge of domestic ar- 
rangements. 

As the climate of Madeira is mild, such 
clothing as is worn by us in the early sum- 





* Grabham: Op. cit. 
+ Clark: Op. cit. 
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mer is most appropriate. Almost every arti- 
ele of wearing apparel can be obtained in the 
shops of Funchal, of a fair character and 
at a reasonable price. Thin underclothing 
is at all times desirable, and the prudent 
invalid would hardly fail to provide a 
change of warm clothing, in case of a pos- 
sible period of cooler weather. Excellent 
horses with attendants (burriqueros), ox 
sledges, &c., are provided by the landlords. 
A frequent method of conveyance is by a 
hammock borne on the shoulders of men, 
and, in this manner, the feeblest invalid is 
enabled to get air on every fine day. The 
more hardy invalids find abundant amuse- 
ment in making excursions to various parts 
of the Island ; scientific observers find oc- 
cupation in studying the Fauna and Flora of 
a region of great interest. The gardens of 
the hotels, the streets of the city and the 
shops, filled with the beautiful productions 
of the Island, are favorite lounging places 
for the less hardy invalids. But very few 
books can be procured in Madeira. The 
libraries of the English clubs, however, are 
easily accessible on proper application. 
Dr. Grabham and Dr. Brandt, skilful and 
attentive English physicians, and Dr. Pitta, 
an eminent Portuguese physician, with 
others of less note, offer their services to 
visitors. Good medicines can be procured 
in Funchal. Services according to the forms 
of the Church of England and of the Free 
Church of Scotland are held each Sabbath 
day in appropriate chapels. 


—_ 





NICKEL PLATING. 
Translated from the Union Médicale, by W. F. M. 


Mons. Dumas showed the Academy nume- 
rous specimens of a new branch of industry 
for which he predicts great success. Dr. 
Isaac Adams, of Boston, has succeeded in 
fixing upon metals, by a simple process, a 
coating of pure nickel.* The metals thus 
nickelled have a natural polish which is ob- 
tained by simply rubbing with a piece of 
cloth. The nickel is very hard, and offers 
a strong resistance to atmospheric and acid 
influences. In this manner all objects of 
daily use can be prepared: household uten- 
sils, saddlery and plates for engraving. 
The secret consists in submitting to the 
galvano-plastic process a double solution of 
a salt of ammonia and nickel; the other 
alkaline solutions of soda and of potash do 
not allow the separation of the pure nickel, 
and the slightest traces of soda or of potash 
left with the nickel prevent its adhesion. 


Hibliographical Hotices. 


The Science and Art of Surgery, being a 
Treatise on Surgical Injuries, Diseases 
and Operations. By Joun Eric Ertcuson, 
From the fifth enlarged and carefully re- 
vised London edition. Illustrated with 
six hundred and thirty engravings on 
wood. With additions by John Ashhurst, 
Jr., A.M., M.D. Pp. 1228. 

Tuts standard surgical work has been re- 
modelled. The necessary additions to em- 
body an account of the more important re- 
cent advances in the science of surgery have 
been generally distributed through the va- 
rious subjects of which it treats. 

The chapter on ophthalmology was writ- 
ten by Mr. Streatfield, one of the ophthalmic 
surgeons of the University College Hospi- 
tal. The size of the book has been increas- 
ed, including Dr. Ashhurst’s additions, near- 
ly three hundred pages; the American 
publisher presenting, by means of an en- 
larged page, the two volumes of the Eng- 
lish edition in one, making a good looking 
but cumbersome hook. In other respects 
it does not vary from the fourth edition. 





Bellevue and Charity Hospital Reporis. 
1870. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 
A votume of four hundred and fifteen 

pages; well printed on good paper and il- 

lustrated. We give a list of the papers, 

want of space preventing a notice of each. 

On Amputation of the Cervix Uteri in 
certain forms of Procidentia, and Remarks 
on the complete Eversion of the Cervix 
Uteri. By Isaac E. Taylor, M.D. 

On the Analytical Study of the Pulmo- 
nary Physical Signs furnished by Ausculta- 
tion and Percussion. By Austin Flint, M.D. 

On Entire Excision of the Os Calcis. By 
F. A. Burrall, Jr., M.D. 

On the Serious Consequences which re- 
sult from the neglect of Slight Injuries of 
the Ankle-joint ; illustrated by Cases. And 
A Method of Dressing Fractured Clavicle. 
By Lewis A. Sayre, M.D. 

On the Diagnostic Characters, Mecha- 
nism and Pathological Significance of the 
Mitral Direct or Obstructive Cardiac Mur- 
mur, and on the occurrence of a Tricuspid 
Direct Murmur. And On the Mode of Ob- 
taining the Venous Hum, and the value of 
this Physical Sign. By Austin Flint, M.D. 

Cases illustrating Strangulated Abdomi- 
nal Hernia, with other Abdominal Hernia 








_ * This process is mentioned in the B. M. and S. Jour. 
in the No. for Feb. 4, 1809, page 13.—Ed. 


not Strangulated, of unusual character, &c. 
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&c. In all, seventy-three examples, accom- 
anied with practical remarks. By Frank 
astings Hamilton, M.D. ' 

A Clinical Report based on an analysis 
of one hundred and two Cases of Bright’s 
Disease of the Kidney. By Austin Flint, 
M.D. 

Amputations performed at Bellevue Hos- 
pital. Compiled by F. J. Metcalfe. 

Report of Cases of Anesthesia at the 
Bellevue Hospital, with the use of a new 
Inhaling Apparatus. By D. H. Goodwillie, 
M.D., D.D.S. 

Report of the Pathological Department 
of Bellevue Hospital. By J. W. Southack, 
Jr., M.D., E. G. Janeway, M.D., and Fran- 
cis Delafield, M.D. 

On some of the Effects of Excessive In- 
tellectual Exertion. By William A. Ham- 
mond, M.D. 

The History of nine Cases of Ovarioto- 
my. By T. Gaillard Thomas, M.D. 





Gouge on Ventilation. 
Household. 
trand. 1870. 


Tus is a book of 170 pages, attractive in 
appearance, but throwing no new light 
upon the important subject which it pro- 
fesses to treat. Itis an elaborate adver- 
tisement of the well-known method of in- 
ducing an upward current of air in a shaft 
by the application of the heat of an Argand 
barner. Only this, and nothing more. 

The book is made up of certificates to the 
value of the plan of Mr. Gouge, and a great 
mass of disjointed extracts from newspapers, 
and well-known treatises on the general 
subject of ventilation, many of them very 
good in themselves, but utterly incoherent. 
The frontispiece, which is a drawing of the 
ascending flue or gas burner, tells the 
whole story, including the important fact 
that the apparatus is patented. D. 


A Book for the 
New York: D. Van Nos- 








Deports of Medical Societies, 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


First Day. 

Tue twenty-first annual meeting of the 
American Medical Association convened 
Tuesday morning, May 3d, at Lincoln Hall. 
At the last annual meeting of this body it 
was determined to hold their meetings in 
the city of Washington every alternate 
year, and at other places as may be agreed 
upon. The last annual meeting was held 











LT 


at New Orleans. At this convention the 
general business will be restricted to the 
morning sessions, and at the afternoon seg. 
sions all reports and papers will be submit. 
ted relating to particular branches of medi. 
cine in the following order :—Chemist 

and Materia Medica; Practical Medicing 
and Obstetrics, Surgery and Anatomy, Me. 
teorology, Medical Topography and Epi. 
demic Diseases, Medical Jurisprudence, 
Hygiene, Physiology and Psychology, and 
each section to choose its own officers and 
make its own rules of order. There are 
about four hundred delegates present, rep. 
resenting most of the State associations 
and medical schools throughoutthe country, 

At 11 o’clock, the meeting was called to 
order by the President, Professor George 
Mendenhall, of Cincinnati, Ohio, with Prof, 
Wm. B. Atkinson, of Philadelphia, Secre- 
tary. Prof. F. G. Smith, of Pa., and L. A, 
Sayre, of N. Y., John S. Moore, of Mo., 
Warren Stone, of La., Vice Presidents, were 
invited to seats on the stand. Prayer was 
offered by Rev. C. B. Boynton. 

Dr. Antisell, chairman of the committee 
of arrangements, made a report extending 
to the delegates a hearty welcome, and 
congratulating the convention on the large 
representation from the Southern States, 
which had for so long a time been s0 
sparsely represented. [Applause.] He 
hoped, from the varied interests connected 
with this convention, that much good would 
be accomplished. In conclusion he read 
the programme for the evenings’ business, 
during the session of the Convention :— 
Tuesday—Reception by the President of 
the United States, at 8, P.M. Wednesday 
—Reception by the Surgeon General at the 
Army Medical Museum from 7 to 10, P.M. ; 
Surgical Lecture in the lower hall at 8, 
P.M. ; Microscopical Lecture in the lower 
hall at 83, P.M. Thursday—Reception by 
Mayor of Washington, Hon. S. S. Bowen, 
at 9, P.M. After which the roll of mem- 
bership was called. 

The Committee on credentials submitted 
their report, in which they state that they 
have excluded the delegates from the Na 
tional Medical Society, D. C.; American 
Academy of Medicine, D. C.; Howard 
University Medical College; Alumni As- 
sociation of Medical Department George- 
town College ; also the three hospitals in 
this city. The reason assigned is their con- 
sultation with colored physicians, They 
number, in the aggregate, about twenty- 
five. (The rejected delegates, with a num- 
ber of those from Northern States to the 
American Medical Association, held a meet 
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ing last night and expressed their indigna- 
tion at the course of the Committe on Cre- 
dentials. ) 

The following minority report was made 
by Dr. Robert Reyburn, the Chairman of 
the Committee on Credentials :— 

The undersigned respectfully protests 
against the admission to the approaching 
session of the American Medical Associa- 
tion of the delegates from the Medical So- 
ciety of the District of Columbia for the 
following reasons, V1Z. :— 

These delegates represent a society which, 
in open defiance of the ethics of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, for the fee of ten 
dollars, issues licenses to practise medicine 
in the District of Columbia to homeopathic 
and other irregular practitioners, 

This Society is also irregular, and vio- 
lates the ethics of the American Medical 
Association by claiming and exercising the 
power to grant licenses to practise medicine 
in the District of Columbia, to persons who 
are not graduates of any respectable medi- 
cal college, for the fee of ten dollars. 

The undersigned also respectfully protests 
against the admission to the next session of 
the American Medical Association of the 
delegates from the so-called Medical Asso- 
ciation of the District of Columbia, for the 
reason that said Association is composed of 
the same individuals that form the Medical 
Society of the District of Columbia ; in fact, 
it only settles the fee bill and local ethics of 
the medical profession of the District, and 
can in no sense be called a medical organi- 
zation entitled to representation in the 
American Medical Association. 

No medical papers, essays, or pathologi- 
cal specimens are printed at its meetings, 
and it is in fact only an ingenious device 
by which the Medical Society of the District 
of Columbia is enabled to duplicate its 
number of delegates in the American Medi- 
cal Association. 

The undersigned also respectfully calls 
attention to the number of delegates claim- 
ing to represent the medical profession of 
the District of Columbia. The total number 
of regular physicians in the District is about 
two hundred, which would give about 
twenty delegates, and yet it will be seen 
that the District delegates number about 
sixty-four, which is evidently unfair, and 
gives the District a much larger represen- 
tation than it is justly entitled to. 

The undersigned having already filed a 
written protest with the Committee on Cre- 
dentials, for the reasons above given, re- 
spectfully recommends that the following 
gentlemen, delegates from the Medical So- 

Vou. V-—No. 19a 
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ciety of this city, be refused admission to 
the approaching session of the Association, 
viz. :—R. K. Stone, T. Miller, J. C. Hall, 
G. W. Bulkley, A. B. Drinkard, W. G. 
Palmer, T. A. Ashford, W. W. Johnson, J. 
T. Young, S. C. Busey, J. M. Toner, W. 
P. Johnson, T. Antisell, C. E. Hagner, A. 
F. A. King, M. V. B. Bogan, W. H. Combs, 
D. W. Prentiss and W. E. Roberts. 

For reasons as above he respectfully re- 
commends that seats also be refused in the 
approaching session of the association to 
the following named gentlemen, delegates 
from the so-called Medical Association of 
the District, viz. :—C. H. Lieberman, D. K. 
Hagner, William Lee, J. C. Riley, Grafton 
Tyler, W. Butt, Joseph Walsh, N. S. Lin- 
coln, J. W. IL. Lovejoy, Thomas F. Maury, 
Louis Ritchie, W. H. G. Newman, Arm- 
stead Peter, H. B. Triste, Aaron Miller and 
George R. Miller. 

The undersigned reports favorably upon 
the credentials of, and recommends that seats 
be granted to, the following named gentle- 
men, delegates representing the various 
societies and medical institutions of the 
District, viz. :— 

From the Alumni Society, Georgetown 
College—W. Evans, E. McNally, F. O. St. 
Clair, G. A. Fitch, R. 8. L. Walsh, Charles 
Allen. 

Columbia Hospital, Washington, D. C.— 
J. H. Thompson. 

Georgetown College, D. C.—Johnson El- 
liott, Noble Young. 

Section of Medicine and Hygiene, Ame- 
rican Academy of Literature, Science and 
Art—W. D. Stewart, D. W. Bliss, T. B. 
Hood, G. T. Johnson. 

Smallpox Hospital, D. C.—A. T. Au- 
gusta. 

Washington Asylum—S. H. McKim. 

Freedmen’s Hospital—Charles B. Purvis, 
B. G. Glennan. 

Howard University Medical College, D. 
C.—S. L. Loomis, R. Reyburn. 

National Medical Society, Washington, 
D. C.—H. W. Sawtelle, A. W. Tucker, J. 
E. Mason. 

Clinopathological Society—H. A. Rob- 
bins, O. M. Muncaster. 

National Medical College, D. C.—A. Y. 
P. Garnett, J. F. Thompson. . 

Providence Hospital, D.C.—G. M. Dove, 
C. M. Ford. ; 

The undersigned in conclusion respect- 
fully protests against the arbitrary and ille- 
gal conduct of the majority of the members ° 
comprising the Committee on Credentials in 
refusing credentials to delegates from me- 
dical institutions which have been hereto- 
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fore represented in the American Medical 
Association, and apparently objecting to 
them solely on partisan and_ political 
grounds. Rosert Reysurn, M.D. 
Member of Committee on Credentials, 
American Medical Association. 

Dr. N.S. Davis, of Chicago, rose to a 
question of order, that the report should be 
made without any remarks. 

After debate it was decided to hear the 
report without any remarks. 

Dr. Reyburn then proceeded to read his 
report, rehearsing his history of the troubles 
in the Medical Colleges in this city on the 
color question. 

After its reading a motion was made to 
refer the report to the Committee on Ethics 
without instructions; carried. 

A motion was made to refer the majority 
report to the same committee ; carried. 

Dr. Stewart, of Washington, submitted a 
protest against the report of the Committee 
on Credentials, and on motion it was re- 
ferred to the same committee. 

[There is a good deal of feeling in the 
Convention on this color question. | 

Dr. Busey, of the District of Columbia, 
presented a protest signed by many physi- 
cians against the admission of Dr. C. C. 
Cox, of Maryland, as a representative from 
that State ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Ethics. 

Dr. Cox rose to reply, but Dr. Davis, of 
Illinois, rose to a point of order that these 
individual grievances should be settled by 
the Committee on Ethics. 

Dr. Cox came to the stand and attempted 
to be heard, but the Convention refused to 
hear him. 

Dr. Martin, of Mass., said that a part of 
his delegation had been excluded by the | 
Committee on Credentials, and he moved 
the subject relating thereto be referred to 
the Committee on Ethics; carried. 

Dr. Davis moved that all similar subjects 
be referred to the Committee on Medical 
Ethics, which was carried. 

Dr. Davis said all delegates had a right 
to take part in the proceedings of this con- 
vention until it be shown that they have no 
right to vote. 

Dr. Sayre, chairman of the Committee on 
Ethics (and one of the Vice Presidents of | 
the association), said a pamphlet had been 
published and circulated by Dr. Ruppaner 
jnjurious to his character, and asked that 
the subject be referred to a special commit- 
tee. 

Dr. Davis moved that a new Committee 
on Ethics for the ensuing year be appoint- 
ed, to which this subject shall be referred ; 











carried, and the following were appointed ; 
Alfred Stillé, of Pa.; N.S. Davis, of II; 
J. N. Keller, Ky.; II. F. Askew, of Del, ; 


J.J. Woodward, U.S. A. 


The committee then retired to consider 
the matters referred to it. 

The President, Professor George Men. 
denhall, then proceeded to deliver the an. 
nual address to the convention, which wag 
listened to with much interest during its 
reading. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to the 
President of the Association for his able 
address, and a copy requested for publica. 
tion. 

The committees on Cultivation of the 
Cinchona Tree; the Cryptogamic Origin of 
Disease, with reference to recent microsco- 
pic investigations on that subject ; the Doc- 
trine of Force, Physical and Vital ; Variola; 
the Relative Advantages of Syme’s and 
Pirogoff’s Mode of Amputating at the An- 
kle ; a National Medical School ; Commis- 
sioners to aid in Trials Involving Scientific 
Testimony; Climatology and Epidemics; 
Veterinary Colleges ; Medical Ethics ; Ame- 
rican Necrology; To Memorialize State 
Medical Societies; Nomenclature of Dis- 
eases ; Medical Education ; Medical Lite. 
rature ; Prize Essays, submitted their re- 
ports, and the committees were discharged. 

Dr. Thomas Antisell, D. C., read a paper 
on Veterinary Colleges, suggesting that at- 
tention should be given to the health of 
domestic animals, as 90,000,000 horses, 
mules and other animals were sick and dy- 
ing throughout the land; referred to the 
Committee on Publication. 

Several members moved that the meeting 
adjourn, and secure a more appropriate 
hall, as it was impossible to hear the speak- 
ers at the stand. 

After some debate the motion was tem- 
porarily withdrawn, in order to dispose of 
sundry papers which had been submitted to 
the appropriate committees. 

A recess was taken, in order to afford the 
State organizations time to select a nomi- 
nating committee from each State for offi- 
cers for the ensuing year. 

After re-assembling, the Chair announced 
the following gentlemen as Committee on 
Nominations :—Alfred Stillé, Pa.; Dr. G. 
C. B. Nottingham, Ga.; H. F. Askew, 
Del.; H. Carpenter, Oregon; S. C. Busey, 


|D. C.; J. A. Murphy, Ohio; C. M. Carle- 


ton, Conn. ; E. W. Jenks, Mich.; J. Rea, 
Ind.; R. F. Michel, Ala; E. P. Lank- 
ford, Mo.; A. N. Talley, S. C.; J. E. Man- 
love, Tenn. ; J. L. Atlee, Penn. ; S. M. Be- 
miss, La.; J. N. Keller, Ky.; J. J. Cock- 
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rell, Md. ; C. A. Lee, N. Y.; G. S. Palmer, 
Maine ; F. J. Haywood, Jr., N.C.; G.C. 
McGregor, Texas; IH. Nance, Ili. ; 
Haxall, Va.; O. Bullock, R. I. ; Bar- 
ber, lowa; A. B. Stuart, Minn; M. Creeg, 
S.-@. Aes —— Steinriede, Miss. ; Dr. Hl. 
W. Brock, W. Va. 

Dr. C. C. Cox, of Maryland, moved that 
the name of Dr. Busey, of the District of 
Columbia, be stricken out of the list of 
delegates until such time as the Committee 
on Ethics should report relative to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Dr. Busey said that Dr. Cox was not a 
delegate from the State of Maryland. It 
would be time enongh to exclude him after 
the Committee on Ethics had made a report. 

Dr. Cox moved that the whole subject of 
choosing permanent officers be laid over 
until the Committee on Ethics had reported. 

A motion was made that the opposing 
delegations from the District of Columbia 
be permitted to go out and in some conve- 
nient place fight out their difficulty and set- 
tle it. [| Laughter. ] 

The Chair stated that the committee on 
nominations would meet in this hall at 4 
o’clock this evening. 











Seconp Day. 

The Convention was called to order at 
9.30, A.M., by Prof. George Mendenhall, 
President; Wm. B. Atkinson, Secretary. 

Dr. Gross, of Philadelphia, said that it was 
his opinion that they should have a social 
reunion annually, to be held on the third 
day after the convening of the Association. 
Ile, therefore, moved that the social re- 
union be held at the Arlington House this 
evening at 8.30, P.M. Carried, and a com- 
mittee of five was appointed to make ar- 
rangements for the social meeting, 

Dr. T. Antisell, of the District of Colum- 
bia, then read a list of members by invi- 
tation. 

Dr. Alfred Stillé, of the Committee on 
Medical Ethics, then read a partial report 
relative to the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety, by which their delegates were admit- 
ted to seats in the convention, and recom- 
mending them to eject frum their Society 
all who were not what are considered by the 
Association as regular practitioners, 

Dr. H. R. Storer and Dr. Sullivan, of 
Massachusetts, had been admitted the night 
before. They subsequently protested 
against admitting the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal Society delegation, on the ground that 
the Society had forfeited their representa- 
tion by enrolling homeeopaths and quacks 
generally among its own members. The 





subject having been referred to the new 
Committee on Ethics, they spent three 
hours in considering it and finally reported 
as above. 

There is a small rowin the Massachu- 
setts delegation, growing out of Dr. Sto- 
rer’s differences with the State Medical 
Society. 

Dr. Bemiss, on the part of the Nominat- 
ing Committee, made a report of the num- 
ber of States represented. 

On motion, the paper read by Dr. Anti- 
sell on Tuesday was reconsidered. 

Dr. offered a motion that the subject 
be referred to a committee of three ; it was 
so ordered. 

The Secretary read a paper charging Dr. 
C. C. Cox with a violation of the code of 
ethics ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Ethics. 

Dr. Cox endeavored to explain, but was 
forced to desist on account of the noise. 

On motion, five minutes were given to 
Dr. Cox to make an explanation. He said 
that he had bought a license from the Medi- 
cal Association of this city, but he had 
never received the said license; that this 
was the reason he was not a member of the 
Medical Society. And further, that he had 
never importuned any Senator on any sub- 





ject whatever, as had been charged upon 


him. 

Dr. Palmer asked leave to make an ex- 
planation, but the Association would not 
hear him. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, hoped that no dis- 
cussion would be allowed. 

Dr. Antisell reminded the Association 
that they were to be entertained this eve- 
ning by Mayor Bowen. 

Dr. W. IL. Mussey, of Ohio, then offered 
a resolution that the Committee on Ethics | 
be instructed to meet and report immedi- 
ately upon the subject of the admission of 
members now before them. Not approved, 

Dr. Loomis, of Delaware, offered a reso- 
lution that all the members from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia be admitted. He had 
been a member of a college that graduated 
negroes, and that was the reason why he 
was not admitted. The resolution was not 
concurred in. 

Several members objected to any persons 
voting who were not members. 

A division was called for, and the resolu- 
tion of Dr. Loomis was lost by a vote of 
107 yeas to 142 nays. 

Dr. Cox, of Maryland, moved that no 
delegates from the District be admitted un- 
til the Committee on Ethics report, Car- 
ried. 
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Dr. Yandell, of Kentucky, moved that 
the Medical Society of the District of Co- 
lumbia be blotted utterly out from the map 
of the Medical Association. 

Dr. White, of New York, protested 
against any such motion, and moved that 
the motion be laid upon the table. Carried. 
[ Confusion. | 

Dr. F. G. Smith, of Pennsylvania, chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing, made a 
report, giving a detailed account of the 
work of the Committee for the past year. 
The work, he thought, had been very satis- 
factory, and the Committee deserved the 
thanks of the Association. - The report was 
received. 

An amendment was made to the report, 
that all the matter hereafter ordered to be 
printed be stereotyped. 

Dr. Gross, of Pennsylvania, made an 
amendment to the amendment, that the 
transactions of the Association be publish- 
ed in an American medical journal issued 
monthly. 

Dr. White, of New York called for a di- 
vision. 

Dr. Stewart moved a_ reconsideration. 
Carried. 

After some further debate the original 


report was received, and the amendment of | 


Dr. Gross referred to a special committee of 
five. The whole was then referred to the 
special committee above named. 

The Secretary submitted the annual re- 
port of the Treasurer, which was referred 
to the Committee on Publication. 

A communication was read from the 
British Medical Association to Dr. Gross, 
complimenting the American Association 
upon their success. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

Dr. T. Antisell here arose to a question of 
privilege. He then read from a pamphlet, 
the subject of which had been taken from 
the Chronicle of Wednesday. He denounc- 
ed the statements referred to as unfounded 
in fact, and objected to the circulation of 
any paper whatever, and especially any of 
a political import, in the hall. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, moved that here- 
after all papers be excluded from the hall. 
Carried. 

The regular business was then taken up. 

Dr. R. Reyburn, of the District of Colum- 
bia, from the Committee on Library, read 
the annual report of the Librarian. Re- 
ceived and referred to the Committee on 
Publication, and the bills ordered to be paid. 

Dr. Sayre, Chairman of the Committee 
on Ethics for 1869, moved that all papers 
in the hands of the old committee be refer- 





red to the new committee, and the old 
committee be discharged. ; 

Dr. T. Antisell, of the Committee of Ar. 
rangements, then made a report of the 
members who have arrived since the open- 
ing of the convention. 

The Committee on Medical Literature 
(Dr. J. J. Woodward, United States Army, 
Chairman) submitted a report, which wag 
referred to the Committee on Publication, 

Dr. Birch, of New York, moved that the 
motion of Dr. Gross, in reference to a sup- 
per to be given at the Arlington, be recon- 
sidered. Carried and tabled. 

Dr. C. C. Cox, Chairman, submitted a re- 
port from the Committee on Medical Ne- 
crology. Referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

Dr. Moore, of Missouri, U.S.A., present- 
ed the following resolution :— 

‘* Resolved, That no medical man shall 
deliver an efficient course of lectures under 
a price to be decided by this Association,” 

Dr. Moore said that the irregular prac- 
tices of the Western colleges imperatively 
demanded some such action to save the 
profession from disgrace, and if they adopt- 
'ed the resolution they would elevate the 
| profession to its proper standard. 

Dr. Davis, of Chicago, opposed the reso- 
|lution. He thought it was impracticable 
'for the Association to fix a standard of 
charges for the medical colleges of the 
_country. He did not wish the Association 
| to vote against the resolution ; but he want- 
| ed appended.to it a law stating what should 
| be the standard of work to be done for the 
| money paid. 
| Dr. Moore, of Missouri, stated his object 
| was to fix a minimum price. Those col- 
| leges which had the grade might charge as 
much as they pleased. The Doctor claim- 
ed that this course would promote compe- 
tition, and would so elevate the standard 
of colleges and make more uniform what is 
| termed an efficient course of lectures. 
| Prof. McNaughton, of New York, spoke 
against the resolution. 

Dr. Selden moved that $100 be the sum 
named to fill the blank left in the resolution 
offered by Dr. Moore. 

The motion was then put in the form ofa 
| resolution, which excluded any or all dele- 
gates from colleges who received a fee less 
than $100. 

An amendment was made to include the 
alumni of such institutions. 

Dr. Yandell, of Kentucky, spoke to the 
resolution at length, opposing any fixed 
| price as detrimental to the progress of the 

profession. He contended that circum- 
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stances altered cases, and prices also. Dr. 
Yandell then touched upon the standard of 
education. He was in favor of English, 
put opposed to Latin and Greek require- 
ments. 

The remarks of Dr. Yandell were listen- 
ed to with the greatest attention. 

It was then moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table; which, after some fur- 
ther discussion, was so ordered. 

Dr. Sullivan, of Massachusetts, moved 
that the actions of this Association should 
be made final for five years from this date. 

Dr. Johnson, of Missouri, revived the 
question of stated fees, and spoke at some 
length in favor of the said fees being regu- 
lated by the American Association. They 
had tried a convention of colleges, that they 
might help themselves, but they would not 
do it. Ile therefore hoped that the Asso- 
ciation would take the matter in its own 
hands. 

After some further discussion, the motion 
of Dr. Sullivan was laid on the table. 

Dr. Collins, of Massachusetts, presented 
the following resolution :—That the charge 
for medical examination for life insurances 
should be not less than $5. Adopted. 

Dr. Horner, of Virginia, introduced a 
resolution regulating physicians’ fees. Re- 
jected. , 

Dr. Sullivan, of Massachusetts, presented 
a resolution to the effect that the Medical 
Association have power to control medical 
education throughout the United States. 
Passed. 

Dr. D. A. O’Donnelly, of Maryland, of- 
fered a resolution that a committee of three 
be appointed to report on the evil of abor- 
tion in a proper light to the society, and to 
consider some means whereby to expel all 
such as practised abortion from the associa- 
tion, And further, denouncing in the most 
unqualified manner, all who indulged in 
this abominable practice. Passed. 

The Committee on Nominations then re- 
ported the following named officers for the 
ensuing year. 

President—Alfred Stillé, Pennsylvania, 

Vice Presidents—J. 8S. Wetherly, Alaba- 
ma; Henry Gibbons, California; J. T. 
Hard, Texas, Samuel Willey, Minnesota. 

Assistant Secretary—Dr. J. C. Tucker, of 
California. 

Treasurer—Dr. Casper Wister, of Pa. 

Librarian—Dr. F. A. Ashford, D. C. 

Committee of Arrangements—Chairman, 
Dr. A. N. Sawyer; J. C. Tucker, Shurtleff, 
Holman, Murray, U. S. Army; Simmons, 
coer ; Carpenter, Oregon; Morrison, Ne- 
vada, 














Committee on Publication—Drs. F. G. 
Smith, Pa.; W. B. Atkinson, Pa.; J. C. 
Tucker, Cal.; F. A. Ashford, D. C.; Cas- 
per Wister, Pa.; H. F. Askew, Del.; Wm. 
Mayberry, Pa. 

Committee on Prize Essays—T. M. Logan, 
Cal., chairman ; H. Gibbons, H.H. Toland, 
Beverly Cole, Cooper Lane, Cal. 

Place of meeting, San Francisco, Cal. 

Time of meeting, first Tuesday in May, 
1871, at 11, A.M. 

The report was.received and adopted, 
and a resolution passed, that its next place 
of meeting be at San Francisco, on the first 
Tuesday in May, 1871. 

Dr. Maddox inquired of the Chair what 
disposition had been made of the delegates 
from the District of Columbia, and asked 
information relative to their right to seats 
in the Association. 

The Chair informed him that all the dele- 
gates from the District of Columbia had 
been excluded. 

Dr. Maddox then moved a re-considera- 
tion of the vote by which the District of 
Columbia delegates were excluded. 

The motion was not considered, as the 
whole matter had been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Medical Ethics. 

The Association then took up the consi- 
deration of the constitution, to which seve- 
ral amendments were proposed. 

Before proceeding to vote on the consti- 
tutional amendments, a resolution was of- 
fered which excluded from seats all dele- 
gates who had received appointments from 
permanent medical colleges, hospitals, lu- 
natic asylums, and from the American Me- 
dical Society at Paris, France ; that those 
only should be admitted who had received 
their appointments from some society in 
good standing. ' 

A motion was made to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

It was also moved that members “‘ by in- 
vitation ’”’ be excluded. 

Considerable discussion ensued upon the 
resolution and the motion, when, on motion 
of Dr. Hibberd, the whole matter was post- 
poned for further consideration. 

Dr. Alfred Stillé, of Pennsylvania, chair- 
man of the Committee on Ethics, submitted 
a partial report, recommending that Dr. C. 
C. Cox be admitted as a delegate from Ma- 
ryland, as the charges brought against him 
were too vague to receive the consideration 
of the committee. 

Dr. Keller, of Ky., submitted a minority 
report from the Committee on Ethics, re- 
commending that Dr. C. C. Cox should not 
have a seat as a representative from Mary- 
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land,-as he was a resident of Washington, 
and moved its adoption. 

After considerable discussion, the majo- 
rity report was adopted. 

The Secretary then read the titles of a 
number of papers for the consideration of 
the several Sections ; after which the Con- 


vention adjourned to 9, A.M., Thursday | 


morning. 

We are requested to say that the mem- 
bers of the Medical Society of the Alumni 
of Georgetown College were not excluded 
because of their holding consultations with 
colored men, but they were not allowed full 
representation on the grounds of the Socie- 
ty not being of a local character. 

Visit to the Medical Museum.— Wednesday 
evening the Association met, according to 
programme, in the U. S. Army Medical 
Museum, on Tenth Street. The entire As- 
sociation, members and delegates, were 
present, many of whom were accompanied 
by ladies. The early part of the evening 
was spent in examining the objects of in- 
terest in the museum, which was highly 
praised by the visitors. 

At 8 o’clock the Association adjourned 
to the lower hall, from which the desks had 
been removed and accommodations made 
for the comfort of those present to listen to 


lectures from Drs. Otis and Woodward, of | 


the United States Army. 

Dr. George Otis was the first speaker. 
His lecture was on the Excision of Joints, 
from wounds, of which he exhibited many 
illustrations, in which the operations had 
been successful and the patients recovered. 
The lecture of Dr. Otis was of great in- 
terest, and was listened to very attentively. 

Dr. J. J. Woodward then followed with 
a lecture on ‘Electric Lights,”’ in which 


he illustrated the power of the artificial | 


lights over the sunlight for micro-photogra- 
phy. Dr. Woodward was frequently inter- 


rupted by applause, as the excellence of the | 


illustrations impressed them. 

After the lecture of Dr. Woodward the 
audience adjourned to the Museum, where 
the examination of the specimens continu- 
ed until a late hour. 

[The temper of a large majority of the 


delegates was averse to springing the col- | 


ored question, but they were firm in their 
determination not to admit to seats in the 
body any of the delegates of the local medical 
associations that affiliated with colored 
physicians. | 
Tmrp Day. 
The convention was called to order at 


—= 

Dr. Antisell then read the names of g 

number of gentlemen who were admitted 

| as members on invitation. 

Dr. Sayre asked that a committee be ap- 
| pointed to examine the charges circulated 
| against him through the country. He re. 
| quested that aspecial committee be appoint. 
ed to report on the matter at this session, 

Dr. said that there being a difficulty 
between Drs. Sayre and Ruppaner, he ob. 
jected to any committee being appointed, 
because the other party was absent. 

Dr. Murphy, of Ohio, moved that the 
| whole matter be referred back to the socie. 
ty at New York. 

Dr. Sayre said that it was due to the 
Association that these charges be looked 
into. 

Dr. Murphy said that the reputation of 
Dr. Sayre was not damaged in this society, 
and he therefore insisted on his motion. 

Dr. Keller, of Kentucky, reported on the 
part of the Committee on Ethics that that 
committee had been forced by the press of 
work to return the papers in the case of 
Dr. Sayre for the further consideration of 
the Association. 

Dr. Maddox moved that the whole mat- 
ter be laid on the table. It was so ordered, 

Dr. Yandell then moved that the delegate 
that had been sent as a representative to 
the British Medical Association be heard, 

Dr. Pinkney, United States Navy, repre- 
sentative of the American Association in 
England, made a long and interesting re- 
port of his visit and observations to the 
medical schools of Britain. The report was 
listened to with much attention throughout, 

A vote of thanks was tendered Dr, Pink- 

ney, and the report referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Publication. 
Dr. F. G. Smith, of Pennsylvania, chair- 
/man of the Committee on Nomenclature, 
submitted a report of the names of diseases, 
accompanied by a resolution recommending 
the adoption of the nomenclature of dis- 
eases prepared by the Royal College of 
Physicians at London. 

Dr. A. Underhill, of New York, also read 
a paper on the same subject, which was 
‘laid on the table. 
| The resolution recommended by the com- 
| mittee was discussed at some length by 
Drs. McDaniels of Alabama, Logan of Loui- 
| siana, and others, who all held that revision 
'of the nosological tables now in use was 
| imperative. 
| The report, with resolution as recom- 

mended, was adopted, 
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9.30, A.M., President Mendenhall in the | 
chair; William B. Atkinson, secretary. 


Dr. C. CG. Cox offered a resolution, which 
| was adopted, for the appointment of a spe 











i 


@o 
= = 

















AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 359 





———————— 





cial committee to wait upon the Surgeon 
General of the United States and to request 
the privilege of duplicating the photo-mi- 
croscopic slides of the tissues, so admirably 
executed by the indefatigable industry and 
skill of Surgeon J. J. Woodward, to be 
prepared under the direction of said com- 
mittee, and distributed at a fair price to 
such medical colleges and institutions as 
may desire their use. 

Dr. Bemiss, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Nominations, reported the addi- 
tional standing committees for the ensuing 
year, which report was adopted. 

Dr. Antisell offered a resolution of thanks 
to the Surgeon General, United States Ar- 
my, for the beautiful and instructive exhi- 
bition of last evening, and recommending 
Dr. Woodward and Dr. Otis to the conside- 
ration of the Secretary of War as worthy of 
promotion for their efforts to advance me- 
dical education in the military service. 

Dr. C. C. Cox offered a resolution of con- 
dolence with the family of the late Alden 
March, of New York, and that a copy of 
the same be sent to Dr. March’s bereaved 
family. The resolution was concurred in. 

Dr. Steine, of New York, offered a reso- 
lution that the State and county authorities 
be requested to aid in the support of vete- 
rinary colleges in each of the States by ap- 
propriations or otherwise. Adopted. 

Also, that one or more veterinary sur- 
geons be associated with other physicians 
in the boards of health when they are ap- 
pointed by the Governors. Lost. 

Also, that veterinary surgeons be ap- 
pointed to the army with the rank of full 
surgeons, and also in the Agricultural De- 
partment. 

Dr. Otis moved as a substitute that the 
first clause relating to appointments of ve- 
terinary surgeons to the United States Ar- 
my be stricken out, and that the Govern- 
ment appoint a veterinary surgeon to the 
Agricultural Department, with a suitable 
salary. Adopted. 

The hour for special business having ar- 
rived— 

Dr. Storer, of Boston, moved, upon behalf 
of the Gynecological Society of that city, 
that the action of the Association in 1869, 
condemnatory of cards by specialists in 
journals of a strictly medical character, 
should be rescinded upon the ground of ab- 
stract right and long custom with reference 
to the insertion of such cards. Tabled. 

A resolution was offered that a committee 
of three be appointed to wait upon Congress 


The report from the delegate to the Ca- 
nadian Medical Association was received 
and referred to the Committee on Publica- 
tion. 

The report of the Committee on Commu- 
nications was adopted, and the committee 
continued. 

Dr. Stewart, District of Columbia, offered 
a resolution that gentlemen not members 
of the Association were not eligible to serve 
on its committees. Tabled. 

A resolution was offered regulating the 
duties of superintendents of hospitals. 
Adopted. 

A resolution was offered that as certain 
so-called medical works had been published 
which were injurious to the reputation of 
the profession :— 

Resolved, That any person signing his 
name as author of such work shall be re- 
fused membership in this Association. 
Adopted. 

Dr. Jones, of the District of Columbia, 
submitted a tabular statement relating to the 
medical institutions and colleges through- 
out the country, embracing much valuable 
and interesting information, which, after 
being read, was referred for publication. 

It was resolved that at the future meet- 
ings of the Association a dinner should’ be 
given on the third day of the convention, at 
the expense of the members eating the din- 
ner. 

Dr. Mussey, of Ohio, offered the follow- 
ing: 

Resolved, That that clause in the by-laws 
which provides that every alternate meet- 
ing of the Association be held at Washing- 
ton be repealed, and that in the future the 
place of meeting should be determined at 
each session of the Association. 

The resolution was concurred in. 

Dr. Kerwin, of Pennsylvania, then read a 
lengthy report on the treatment of the in- 
sane, which was received and referred to 
the Committee on Publications. 

Dr. White, of Buffalo, offered a resolution 
that the different medical schools of the 
country establish chairs on mental disor- 
ders. Adopted. 

The Committee on Prize Essays submitted 
a report, which was adopted. 

A resolution was offered that a committee 
be appointed to report what, if any, legisla- 
tive means could be taken to prevent the 

spread of epidemic diseases. Adopted. 

Dr. C. C. Cox inquired if the Committee 
on Ethics would make any further report 
on the weighty matters before them. 








and request them to regulate the quaran- 
tine laws. Adopted. 


Dr. Antisell called attention to a para- 
graph from the Chronicle of yesterday 
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morning, charging the Committee of Ar- 
rangements with certain actions that should 
be denounced by the Association. He de- 
nied the charges and asked the Association 
to sustain the committee in its actions. 

On motion, it was decided to postpone 
the further consideration of the subject un- 
til after the report of the Committee on 
Ethics had been received. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Illinois, then sub- 
mitted, on behalf of the majority of the 
Committee on Ethics, the following 

Report. 

It appears that the matters reported to 
your Committee of Registration, and so 
much of the action of the majority of same 
committee as relates to the same subjects, 
embraces the three following subjects :— 

First. A charge that the majority of the 
Registration Committee had refused to reg- 
ister the delegates presenting credentials 
from several societies, colleges and hospi- 
tals in the District of Columbia which 
claimed the right to representation. 

Second. Direct charges against the Wash- 
ington- Society and the Medical Association 
of the District of Columbia, accompanied 
by a protest against the admission of dele- 
gates from those bodies. 

Third. Direct charges, which had been 
lodged with the Committee of Registration, 
against the National Medical Association 
of the District of Columbia, accompanied 
by a protest against the registration of 
delegates from that Society, and from such 
other institutions as were supplied with 
medical officers who were members of that 
Society. 

In regard to the first charge, your com- 
mittee find on investigation that the Regis- 
tration Committee have duly registered all 
the delegates from all the medical institu- 
tions claiming representation in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia in accordance with the 
usages and by-laws of the Association, ex- 
cept the Medical Society of the Alumni of 
Georgetown College, the National Medical 
Society, the Howard Medical College, the 
Freedmen’s Hospital, and the Smallpox 
Hospital, these being the institutions in- 
eluded in the charges already mentioned in 
the third specification. 

It remains, therefore, only to consider 
the second and third specifications, and 
your committee ask leave to report on 
these separately. In relation to the second, 
we unanimously recommend the following 
resolution :— 

Resolved, That the charges offered by Dr. 
Reyburn, as a minority of the Committee 
on Registration, against the Medical Socie- 
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ty and the Medical Association of the Dig. 
trict of Columbia, are not of a nature to 
require the action of the American Medj. 
cal Association, the first charge referrin 
to a duty imposed on the Society by an act 
of Congress, and the second referring to q 
matter which does not come in conflict with 
any part of the Code of Ethics. 

Resolved, That so far as relates to the 
Medical Society of the Alumni of George. 
town College, it has been shown to us that 
the Society has sixty resident members, 
and is therefore entitled to six delegates, 
instead of as requested by the committee, 

In regard to the third proposition, relat. 
ing to the National Medical Society, How. 
ard University Medical College, the Freed. 
men’s Hospital, and the Smallpox Hospi. 
tal, we recommend the following :— 

Resolved, That the duties of the Commit. 
tee of Arrangements, so far as relates to 
the registration of members, is purely cleri- 
cal, consisting in the verification of the cer. 
tificates of delegates and a report on the 
same. If credentials in proper form are 
presented from any society or institution, 
professing such few as would make it prima 
facie in the list of institutions enumerated 
in the constitution of the Association as 
entitled to representation, but against 
which charges have been made or protests 
presented, the names of the delegates pre- 
senting such credentials, together with the 
charges or protests in the possession of the 
committee, should be represented to the 
Association for its action. 

Resolved, That the charges lodged with 
the Committee of Arrangements against 
the eligibility of the National Medical So- 
ciety of the District of Columbia have been 
so far sustained that we recommend that 
no member of the Society should be re- 
ceived as a delegate at the present meeting 
of this Association. N.S. Davis. 

Il. F. Askew. 
J. M. Ketter. 

Dr. Alfred Stillé, of Pennsylvania, then 

submitted the following as a 
Mivority Report. 

The undersigned, members of the Com- 
mittee on Ethics, while subscribing to the 
greater portion of the report of the majori- 
ty, feel it their duty nevertheless to dissent 
from the final resolution recommending the 
exclusion of the members of the National 
Medical Society of the District of Colum- 
bia from the present meeting of this Asso- 
sociation; they offer, therefore, in lieu of 
that resolution, the following :— 

Whereas the institutions excluded from 
representation by the action of the Com- 
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mittee on Credentials, viz., the National 
Medical Society, the Howard Medical Col- 
lege, the Freedmen’s Hospital, and the 
Smallpox Hospital, are regularly organized 
as the constitution of the Association re- 
quires ; and whereas the physicians so ex- 
cluded are qualified practitioners of medi- 
cine who have complied with all the condi- 
tions of membership imposed by the Asso- 
ciation ; and whereas in the judgment of 
the undersigned no sufficient ground exists 
for the exclusion of such institutions and 
physicians from this Association ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the institutions above 
named are entitled to representation, and 
that the physicians claiming to represent 
them are entitled to seats in the American 
Medical Association. ALFrep STILE, 

J. J. Woopwarp. 

Motions were made to accept and reject 
the different reports, when, amid the great- 
est excitement, the yeas and nays were 
called for. 

Dr. Howard, of the District of Columbia, 
asked who of the District were entitled to 
vote. 

The Chair then decided that those gen- 
tlemen were entitled to vote who had been 
unanimously admitted by the Committee 
on Ethics. 

Dr. Cox endeavored to speak, but, amid 
cries of ‘‘ sit down,’’ was forced to desist. 

An appeal was taken from the decision 
of the Chair, which was not sustained, the 
vote being 115 for and 90 against. 

The Secretary began to call the roll upon 
the question of laying the minority report 
upon the table about 1.30, and continued 
until 2 o’clock, when the Secretary an- 
nounced the vote—yeas 107, nays 85. The 
minority report was accordingly tabled. 

Great excitement prevailed throughout 
the calling of the names. 

A motion was made to adopt the majori- 
ty report. 

Dr. C. C. Cox, of Maryland, then ad- 
dressed the Association, protesting against 
its action in rejecting the minority report, 
and gave a brief history of the origin of 
the differences of opinion now existing 
among the several societies of the city. Dr. 
Cox, during his address, was frequently 
called to order. 

The question on the adoption of the ma- 
jority report was then called, but it was 
thought to be unnecessary, as the rejection 
of the minority report adopted it. 

_Reception at Mayor Bowen’s.—In the eve- 
ning the Medical Association visited the 
capitol for the purpose of seeing the dome 
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lighted, with which operation they all ex- 
pressed themselves much gratified. The 
Association, en masse, then called upon 
Mayor Bowen, filling the entire house to 
such an extent that anything more than a 
formal reception was impossible. The eve- ~ 
ning, however, passed off very pleasantly. 
Fourta Day. 

The Association assembled Friday morn- 
ing at Lincoln Hall, Prof. George Menden- 
hall in the chair, and Prof. W. B. Atkinson, 
secretary. 

A resolution was offered by Dr. J. J. 
Woodward, United States Army, that the 
Surgeon General be requested to authorize 
Dr. Woodward to make copies of his photo- 
microscopic slides, to be distributed at a 
fair price to such medical colleges and in- 
stitutions as may desire their use. Adopt- 
ed. 

A debate then occurred on the duties of 
the Committee on Ethics in the matter of 
passing on the credentials of delegates rep- 
resenting institutions which admit women 
to the practice of medicine. 

Professors Hartshorn, Bell, Davis, Mad- 
dox and Cohen participated in the debate, 
after which the matter was indefinitely 
postponed. 

Dr. Palmer, of Maine, offered a resolution 
of inquiry as to why the Howard Medical 
College had been excluded from admission 
in this Association, stating that the insti- 
tution had been chartered by special act of 
Congress, and was recognized all over the 
country as a first-class college. 

A discussion took place on the adoption 
of the resolution. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Illinois, said if the 
resolution was withdrawn he, as chairman 
of the Committee on Ethics, would give his 
reasons in writing why the institution was 
excluded. 

The resolution was withdrawn. 

Dr. R. J. O'Sullivan, of New York, then 
offered the following :— 

Whereas apothecaries are accustomed to 
renew medicines prescribed by physicians 
without due authority from the physician, 
thereby doing much injury to patients, and 
by which many lives have been destroyed ; 
and as apothecaries are unwilling to discon- 
tinue the practice except by a general ac- 
tion :—therefore 

Resolved, That this Association take such 
action as will bring about the discontinuance 
of the practice. 

Referred to a special committee. 

A protest against the adoption of Dr. 
Pinkney’s report of the medical corps of 
the navy was submitted, and after some 
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debate was laid on the table, and the whole 
subject referred to a committee of three, to 
report at the next meeting of the Associa- 
tion. 

The Committee on Ethics made reports 
on several cases relating to charges against 
individuals and colleges in the different 
States, and they were referred to appropri- 
ate committees. 

A paper was read on the treatment of the 
insane ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Publication. 

Dr. Hartshorn, of Philadelphia, offered a 
resolution that the constitution be so amend- 
ed as not to exclude women from member- 
ship of this Association. Laid on the table. 

Dr. Powell, of Atlanta, Ga., offered a re- 
solution that the Association do not recog- 
nize any college or institution against which 
charges are pending. 

It was opposed by Dr. Reyburn, of the 
District of Columbia, and advocated by Dr. 
Powell, after which it was laid over, under 
the rules. 

Dr. Lee offered a paper on insane institu- 
tions, which was referred to the Committee 
on Publications. 

A paper on epidemic diseases was read 
and referred. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Mayor 
Bowen for entertaining the Association at 
his residence on Wednesday night. 

A motion was made that the next meet- 
ing of the Association be held in San Fran- 
cisco, California, in June, 1871. 

A resolution declaring Dr. Horace Wells, 
of Boston, the discoverer of anesthesia, 
was adopted. 

A resolution of thanks was tendered to 
Dr. Mendenhall for the able manner in which 
he has presided over the deliberations of 
the Association. 

Dr. Jobn Sullivan, of Massachusetts, of- 
fered the following :— 

Resolved, That no distinction of race or 
color shall exclude persons claiming admis- 
sion to this Association who are duly ac- 
credited thereto. 

During its reading the speaker was met 
with a storm of hisses, which compelled him 
to stop. Cries of ‘‘go on,” ‘go on,” 
were heard, and he said he would do so 
when the serpents became quiet. He then 
finished its reading, and was allowed to 
speak seven minutes. Hespokeas follows: 

SPEECH OF DR. JOHN SULLIVAN. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association: I rise to offer a 
resolution, which I venture to affirm is one 
of the most important which has ever been 
presented for the consideration of this body. 





The importance of this resolution to an 
American national medical association can 
hardly be exaggerated, inasmuch as its pas- 
sage or the reverse involves many of the 
highest questions in social science and poli- 
tical economy. Eminently proper it is that 
this resolution should receive due conside- 
ration from the representatives of so many 
of the scientific bodies of a country whose 
territorial limits embrace half a continent, 
and every variety of climate, soil, and race; 
a country where, by the fusion of so many 
different nationalities, a homogeneous race 
is in gradual process of formation, and an 
entirely new civilization is being step by 
step evolved. Gentlemen, the resolution ig 
this: ‘‘ Resolved, That no distinction of race 
or color shall exclude from this organization 
any person duly accredited thereto.”’ Gen- 
tlemen, in moving this resolution I present 
in its abstract form the question which in 
reality underlies the controversy we are this 
day called to decide. This is a scientific 
body, gathered from every section of coun- 
try. We have met to deliberate upon purely 
scientific subjects; to determine questions 
of purely scientific character—questions 
which concern not only our own welfare, 
but the welfare and perpetuity even of man- 
kind. I will not, however, deny that, in 
part at least, this association was organized 
for social purposes, but its main objects are 
those which I have indicated. Now, is there 
one gentlemen present from the North, 
South, East, or West, who would hesitate 
to admit to this floor the duly accredited 
representative of any scientific body, organ- 
ized by any race under the sun, no matter 
what might be the color of his skin, provid- 
ed it were not black ? 

Why is it, gentlemen, that you ostracize 
no qualified persons save those of this 
one color? Why do you entertain an in- 
veterate hostility to the Ethiopian being 
represented here, and yet, as we all believe, 
make no objection whatever to those whose 
complexion betrays their origin from some 
one of the other four great divisions of the 
human family? For my part, I am satisfied 
that our friends from the South greatly 
mistake the nature of their feelings toward 
the negro. There is a mass of living evi- 
dence which renders irresistible the conclu- 
sion that however much they may dislike 
the black man, toward the black woman 
they entertain, many of them, the liveliest 
feelings of our nature. But to return; 
comparatively speaking, there is nothing 
in our present state of existence of real 
value save ideas. The mind, meaning there- 
with to include not only the intellect but 
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the affections, is that which constitutes the 
man, the man made in the image of his 
Maker, endowed with godlike attributes of 
intelligence and destined for an endless ex- 
istence. All the other attributes of hu- 
manity are but mere accessories of the mind, 
all else hastens rapidly to decay—‘Sha- 
dows are we, what shadows we pursue.”’ 
The question before us, then, is purely of 
qualification, of capacity ; it is a question 
of education, a question of intelligence, in- 
tellect, in short, gentlemen, of brains, brains, 
brains! Intellect is at once the evidence 
and the seal of manhood. 
“ The skin is but the guinea’s stamp; 
A man’s a man for a’ that.” 

For my own part, I would not refuse to 
admit to the deliberations of this great sci- 
entific body, provided he came duly accre- 
dited thereto, an ourang outang with a tail 
ten feet long; and could he show me an 
interesting case of disease of that tail, I 
should be very ready to examine that case 
with him, and to receive all the light which 
his experience could shed upon it. I would 
say to him ‘‘God speed”’ in his effort to heal 
on scientific principles the diseases of his 
brother babboons. But Iam told, gentle- 
men, and you may be told, by our brethren 
from the South that it is the social element 
of this organization which lies at the bottom 
of their opposition to the admission of the 
African to this floor. As one of them has 
said to me, if Julius Augustus Cesar pre- 
sents his credentials and becomes entitled 
to a seat here, we must meet him, not only 
on this floor, but elsewhere—at the Mayor’s 
reception, or at any other place where we 
meet as gentlemen for recreation or for 
social intercourse with each other. He 
may bring with him his wife and children, 
and we may bring with us our wives and 
children, and they will have to meet on terms 
of social equality Mrs. Cesar and all the 
little Caesars. And this, say gentlemen 
from the South, is a bitter pill to swallow. 
It is a bitter pill to swallow, I admit ; but 
is it any worse, any harder, any more hu- 
miliating, any more cruel for you than it is 
for us? Are not we, too, Caucasians? Do 
we ask you to taste the cup which we are not 
ourselves forced to drain? Who and what 
are you more than we? There is as good 
blood in New England as there is in the 
South, in Massachusetts as there is in Ken- 
tucky. Two hundred and thirteen years 
ago, this year, if I rightly remember the 
date when he landed on these shores, my 
original ancestor in this country first plant- 
ed his feet on New England soil. Who is 
he (pointing to Dr. Yandell, of Kentucky), 








Gentlemen from the South, in God’s name, 
who are you who dare to affirm that to meet 
the African on terms of social equality is a 
harder thing, a more humiliating thing for 
you than it is for us? No, gentlemen, the dose 
we compel you to take is one which we 
must ourselves swallow. And now, gen- 
tlemen, inasmuch as the political status of 
the African is one with yours and mine; 
now that he is admitted to the Senate cham- 
ber of the United States ; now that he may 
stand there at least on terms of social equal- 
ity, and in the presence of the Chief Magis- 
trate of this country, let not this great sci- 
entific body, embracing, as it does, with but 
few exceptions, the wisest men in our pro- 
fession; I repeat, let not this great scien- 
tific body prove itself unworthy of the high 
trusts confided to its charge. Let us not 
deny to the enfranchised African the same 
rights in the Republic of letters which are 
now fully and cheerfully accorded to him 
in the political organization under which 
we live. Let us not deprive him of the op- 
portunity which the sword has opened for 
him of proving to the civilized world, if he 
can do this, that inasmuch as he displays 
the essential qualities of manhood, he has a 
right to be accounted and treated as a man. 

During the delivery of the above speech, 
great confusion reigned, and had it not 
been for the persistent efforts of Dr. Yandell, 
of Louisville, Ky., at one time surgeon-in- 
chief of Kirby Smith’s army, Dr. S. would 
not have been able to have concluded his 
remarks. During their delivery Dr. Yandell 
appealed to the sense of the convention to 
allow him to proceed, stating that he was a 
southern representative, but that he desired 
fair-play, and trusted that Dr. Sullivan 
would be heard. 

Upon the conclusion of Dr. Sullivan’s re- 
marks, Dr. N. 8S. Davis, of Chicago, read 
the following 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ETHICS, 

In reply to the resolution of the associa- 
tion calling upon the majority of the Com- 
mittee on Ethics for the reason why they 
in their report exclude the delegates from 
the Medical Department of Howard Univer- 
sity, they respectfully state that there is 
nothing in the report which directly ex- 
cludes delegates from the said University 
or any other medical institution in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, except the National Med- 
ical Society. 

The resolution on this subject, reported 
by the committee, is in these words :— 

‘«« Resolved, That the charges lodged with 
the Committee of Arrangements against the 
eligibility of the National Medical Society 
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of*the District of Columbia have been so far 
sustained that we recommend that no mem- 
bers of that society should be received as 
delegates at the present meeting of the 
association.”’ 

It will be seen that the only parties ex- 
cluded from admission as delegates at the 
present meeting are the members of the 
National Medical Society. If the Medical 
Department of Howard University had 
chosen to send any delegates who are not 
members of that society there is nothing 
whatever in the report to prevent them 
from being received. 

In the papers referred to your Committee 
on Ethics were a list of charges with speci- 
fications in the usual form against the re- 
gistration of the National Medical Society. 
These charges may be clearly stated as 
follows :— 

1. That said National Medical Society 
recognizes and receives as members medi- 
cal men who are not licentiates, and who 
are acting in open violation of sections 3, 
4 and 5 of the law of Congress constituting 
the charter of the Medical Society of the 
District of Columbia. 

2. That a large part of the members of 
the National Medical Society are also mem- 
bers of the National Medical Association of 
the District of Columbia, and are openly 
and freely violating the rules and ethics of 
the Association to which they have sub- 
scribed. 

3. That they have both inits capacity as 
a society ‘and by its individual members 
misrepresented the action of the Medical 
Society and the Medical Association of the 
District of Columbia, and used unfair and 
dishonorable means to procure the destruc- 
tion of the same, by inducing Congress to 
abrogate their charter. 

Each and all of these charges were, in the 
opinion of the majority of your committee, 
fully proved by the members of the Nation- 
al Medical Society themselves, who ap- 
peared voluntarily before your committee 
as witnesses. Therefore, if we have any 
regard to the maintenance of the laws of 
the land on the ethics of our medical orga- 
nization, the undersigned could not come 
to any other conclusion than was expressed 
in the last resolution recommended by the 
majority of the Committee on Ethics. 

Dr. Robert Reyburn rose to reply to the 
report, but was called to order, as not being 
amember. Finally the Convention allowed 
him five minutes to speak. 

Dr. Reyburn said that he had never vio- 
lated the code of ethics, and had favored 
the admission of colored men to the college 
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to which he belonged. No man should be 
excluded on account of color. His resoly. 
tion had not been received by the old go. 
ciety, and he was now a member of the 
National Medical Society. If that consti. 
tuted a violation of the code of ethics he 
pleaded guilty. Last year he had been chair. 
man of the Committee on Credentials at 
New Orleans, and when about to make hig 
report he was shamefully treated by the 
Committee of Arrangements. 

Dr. Antisell denied the assertion. 

Dr. Loomis, of the District of Columbia, 
stated that he was a member of the Faculty 
of Medicine of Howard University, and he 
could see no reason why he was excluded. 
He then offered a resolution to the effect 
that the members of the Committee on 
Ethics who signed the majority report be 
censured for so doing. 

His resolution was laid on the table. 

Dr. Johnson, of the District of Columbia, 
President of the Medical Society of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, then proceeded to give a 
detailed history of the difficulties existing 
in our local societies. He also stated that 
Dr. D. W. Bliss had violated the rules of 
ethics by having his name printed on a bill 
of fare at Willard’s Hotel. 

Dr. Bliss denied its having been placed 
there with his knowledge. 

Drs. Johnson, Busey and Marbury sus- 
tained the charge by statements. 

After which Dr. Busey replied to certain 
statements of Dr. Jolson, and read the 
sixteenth rule of the Code of Ethics, show- 
ing that the code had been violated in the 
attempt to force the colored man upon the 
society. This was what had caused all the 
trouble. Dr. Borrows had been instrumen- 
tal in bringing about the color difficulty. 
He denied that politics was the cause of 
the difficulty, as had been stated by Dr. 
Cox. 

The vote was then taken on Dr. Sullivan’s 
resolution, and it was tabled by a vote of 
106 yeas to 60 nays. 

Dr. H. R. Storer, of Boston, offered the 
following :— , 

That, inasmuch as it has been distinctly 
stated and proved that the consideration of 
race and color has had nothing whatever to 
do with the decision of the question of 
the reception of the Washington delegates, 
and inasmuch as charges have been made 
in open session to-day distinctly attaching 
the stigma of dishonor to parties implicated, 
which charges have not been even denied 
by them, though present ; therefore 

Resolved, That the report of the majority 
of the Committee of Ethics be declared as 
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to all intents and purposes unanimously 
adopted by the Association. 

The resolution was adopted by a vote of 
112 yeas to 37 nays. 

The Association then adjourned sine die. 

The following was the report of the Com- 
mittee on Ethics, to which was referred the 

rotest by Drs. Storer and Sullivan, on be- 
half of the Gyneecological Society of Bos- 
ton, against the representation of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society. 

« Whereas the charge of tolerating in the 
Massachusetts Medical Society men ac- 
knowledged to have become homeopaths 
and eclectics is fully proved and is plainly 
in violation of the Code of Ethics; but, in- 
asmuch, as it also appears, that the parties 
making the charges here, being themselves 
members of the same Society, have not 
previously made or caused to be made, any 
specifie charges against such irregular prac- 
titioners in the proper form before the 
Massachusetts Medical Society or its coun- 
cillors ; it is the opinion of the Committee 
that such steps should have been taken and 
the results obtained before appealing to 
this Association, and 

lt is therefore recommended: that the 
Committee of Registration should register 
all regularly accredited delegates from the 
Society to the present meeting. This Com- 
mittee further recommend that, unless said 
Society takes the necessary steps to purge 
itself of irregular practitioners, it ought not 
to be entitled to further representation in 
this Association. ALFRED STILLE, 

‘** Chair’n Com. on Ethics. 
‘‘ Gro. MENDENHALL, 
‘* Pres’t Am. Med. Association. 

“ May 3, 1870.”’ 

R. S. Hopepon, 


Copied by R. Amory, 
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DEATH OF SIR JAMES Y. SIMPSON. 


Ir becomes our melancholy duty to an- 
nounce the death, on Friday last, of Sir 
James Y. Simpson. Beneath the pall which 
covers his bier are hidden all differences of 
opinion—all earthly competition. A mind 
comprehensive in its grasp, original in sug- 
gestion, fertile in resource, and of un- 
bounded activity, has ended a career of 











rarely equalled brilliancy, and passed inte 
the silence of the grave. 





Dr. H. I. Bownrrcs, of this city, leaves 
this week for London, where private affairs 
demand his sojourn for some months. Phy- 
sicians sending their patients abroad will 
be glad to know that Dr. B. is willing to be 
consulted while there in his special depart- 
ment of the profession. He will take apart- 
ments in the neighborhood of Charing Cross. 


WE resign our Editorial space this week 
to give room for the report of the proceed- 
ings of the American Medical Association. 
We have compiled our report from various 
sources. The following comments from the 
daily press we quote by way of holding 
‘the mirror up to nature”’ in disease. 


American Mepicat Assoctation.—Our re- 
ports show the action of this Association 
yesterday. Nothing but personal observa- 
tion in Lincoln Hall would give an idea of 
the excited condition of that very respec- 
table assembly when the question arose in 
reference to admitting colored physicians 
to membership. It seemed like a bursting 
bomb, like a torch in a powder magazine. 

It will be recollected that there is a bill 
awaiting its turn on the calendar in the 
Senate of the United States repealing the 
charter of the old Medical Society of this 
District for a gross violation of its provi- 
sions. This bill passed the Committee on 
the District of Columbia unanimously, and 
was reported to the Senate by Mr. Sumner, 
where it will unquestionably pass by a 
heavy majority. This marked rebuke of 
that Society ought to make its members ju- 
dicious in their behavior. But ‘‘ whom the 
Gods would destroy they first make mad.”’ 
Instead of endeavoring to conciliate the 
feelings of their brother practitioners from 
other States, these men have contrived to 
insult them in all their intercourse. Their 
arrogance has finally culminated in an at- 
tempt to exclude all delegates from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia who are loyal to the flag 
of their country. A majority of the Commit- 
tee on Credentials belong to the old Society, 
having been appointed last year at the meet- 
ing in New Orleans. Without giving any 
other reason than that of membership in 
the new Society of the District, which is 
composed entirely of loyal physicians of 
high standing, the Committee refused to 
receive the credentials or even give them a 
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hearing. Several prominent physicians 
were grossly insulted when they offered 
their credentials. They excluded the dele- 
gates from the National Medical Society of 
the District of Columbia; from the Alumni 
Association of the Medical Department of 
Georgetown College; from the Howard 
University Medical College ; from our three 
great hospitals, and the American Union 
Academy of Science, Literature and Art. 
All of those delegates were honest sup- 
porters of the Government of the United 
States during the war. But they admitted 
the delegates from the old Society and As- 
sociation, including many who served in 
the rebel army during the late war, toge- 
ther with the Surgeon-General of the late 
Confederate army. 

This outrage was all the more flagrant 
taking place in the National Capital. In 
order to obtain a large delegation from the 
Southern States, letters and circulars were 
sent South during the past month urging 
every Southern delegate to come here to 
‘‘keep out the niggers.’’? Three colored 
physicians, who are regular graduates of 
medical colleges, and professors in Howard 


University, are delegates, and this caused | 


the entire disturbance. They are finely 
educated men, and yet were rejected by the 
old Society when they applied for member- 
ship, on account of their color. They are 
now denied admission to the American 
Medical Association for the same reason. 

The wheels of progress will roll on, and 
grind to powder all those who try to stop 
its progress by such subterfuges. It is no 
use in this part of the nineteenth century 
to attempt such folly. A learned conven- 
tion of such distinguished men would cover 
themselves with shame and disgrace to al- 
low their prejudices to govern their judg- 
ment in such a matter. They are legislat- 
ing for a new and reconstructed country 
to-day, where slavery does not exist, and 
where prejudices of caste should be for- 
gotten. 

Their brethren of the medical profession, 


one of the noblest and most useful, look for | 


broad and liberal action. If they are dis- 
appointed in this, there will be another 
convention held which will represent the 
great and growing States of the North. It 
will prove the death-knell of the American 
Medical Association.— Washington Daily 
Chronicle, May 4. 





Tre ARISTOCRACY OF THE Mortar AND Pes- 
TLE.—The Medical Association had a lively 
time this afternoon about affairs in this dis- 
trict, and for an hour or more the proceed- 


; , $< 
ings were similar to those of a ward meet, 
ing when political excitement runs high 

The honorable doctors indulged in shouting, 
cheering, jeering, hissing, applauding, after 
such fashion as rarely prevails among thoge 
who profess to be gentlemen, and it was ey}. 
dent enough that the effort to get delegates 
here who are opposed to negro physiciang 
did not fail. The question of color, as hag 
already been stated, was involved with sey. 
eral other questions, and the final vote can 
of course be based on some one of these 
other issues, but every body understands 
that but for the presence of the colored may 
there need have been no feeling and no ex. 
citement in determining the matter present- 
ed. Delegates from four or five hospitals 
or organizations were excluded by twenty. 
two majority, and among them were all the 
colored men. It is therefore settled that 
the American Medical Association this year 
declines to give its hand to the negro doc. 
tor.— Boston Daily Advertiser. 





Str James Y. Srupson’s Ittness.—The 
Union Médicale says that after taking a 
strong dose of chloral for insomnia caused 
| by his rheumatic pains, Professor Simpson 
| was seized with ‘‘ anginiform ’’ symptoms 
| (angina pectoris) and was confined to his 
| bed. The fond hope expressed by our 
| French cotemporary that the anxiety felt 
| for the result would be replaced by joy at 
his recovery, has been sadly blasted. 





Fractured Riss 1n A Lunatic.—Another 
death of a lunatic patient with fracture of 
four ribs and various bruises on different 
parts of his body! This case occurred at 
Hanwell Asylum, and has been investigated 
by Dr. Diplock, the Coroner for West Mid- 
dlesex, and ajury, who came to the con- 
clusion that death was the result of natural 
causes. The patient was a man in weak 
health, suffering from paralysis of the blad- 
der. He was admitted into Hanwell on 
February 26th. Ile was carefully examined 
on admission, and then bore no marks of 
injury. On March 28th, Dr. Hawkes, the 
resident Medical officer, was requested to 
'see him, and found him lying on the mat- 
| trass in a padded room in an epileptic con- 
vulsion. The convulsions continued all 
day. Dr. Ilawkes examined the man’s 
chest, and found crepitation on the left 
side. He asked whether he had had a fall. 
The attendant answered in the affirmative. 
The man died on the following day uncon- 
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scious. After death simple non-penetrating 
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a 
fracture of four ribs was found, with con- 

gestion of the lungs. The medical evidence 

was to the effect that the man had died 

from the epileptic attack, and on this the 

jury framed their verdict. It is difficult, 

however, to conceive that so serious an in- 

jury, and the congestion of the lungs which 

it probably caused, had no prejudicial influ- 
ence in the case. The attendants gave evi- 

dence that the man, when seized with the 

fit, had fallen on a chair, although it does 

not appear that any attendant witnessed 

the fall. Be this, however, as it may, and 

without attributing acts of violence to the 

asylum attendants, which in other cases 
have been only too clearly proved, this 
case is one which, no less than the former 
ones, calls for an inquiry into the present 
management of our public lunatic asylums. 
In an asylum like that of Hanwell it ought 
to be simply impossible that a lunatic should 
fall down and break his ribs without any 
one seeing the fall or being present to pre- 
vent such an accident. One great means 
of reform would be the more careful selec- 
tion and proper training of the attendants 
on the insane. No greater responsibility 
than the care of human beings who cannot 
take care of themselves can be put on any 
man, and yet the only qualification which 
is held to fit a man for an attendant on lu- 
natics is at best the kind of canine trusti- 
ness which distinguishes a gaoler, and often 
simply the failure to succeed in any other 
employment. We believe that the Com- 
missioners of Lunacy have not—or, at all 
events, do not—exercise the power of pre- 
venting the appointment at one asylum of 
an attendant who has already been dis- 
charged for misconduct from another.— 
Medical Times and Gazette. 


M. Craupe Bernarpv.—The Paris corres- 
pondent of the Literary Gazette gives an 
interesting sketch of this eminent physi- 
ologist :— 

He was born at St. Julien, a small vil- 
lage near Villefranche, Rhone county, to 
which, unlike most Frenchmen (they are 
absolutely indifferent to their birthplace ; 
M. Sainte-Beuve never once revisited his, 
although it is only a few hours from Paris ; 
M. Theophile Gautier once revisted his na- 
tive town, and remained there forty-eight 
hours), he is devotedly attached. Le has 
added to the patch of vineyard his parents 
possessed, and now possesses quite a large 
vineyard. He regularly goes there to su- 


perintend the vintage, and remains there 


friendship of his old playfellows and his 
parents’ cotemporaries, and delights to 
grasp their hands when they greet him 
with ‘‘ Good day, Bernard, how art thou ?”’ 
To which he replies, ‘‘ Thank thee, Frise, 
and thou?” 
extremely poor. His mother used to carry 
eggs to Villefranche to sell from door to 
door. 
education, and when he completed his stu- 
dies she expressed a desire to see him enter 
a dry goods’ shop. His good fortune, how- 
ever, led him into an apothecary’s shop. 


M. Bernard’s parents were 


She determined to give him a good 


He became infatuated with chemistry, made 


rapid progress in it, had his attention turn- 


ed to physiology, studied under Magendie, 
who took a fancy to him and pushed him 
up with all his influence. Two or three 
years ago M. Claude Bernard fell ill at St. 
Julien, and was confined to his bed for six 
months. His wife, who after her first visit 
positively refused to return to ‘‘ that hor- 
rible hole,’’ did not go to see him once during 
his long illness. He deeply felt this exhi- 
bition of indifference, and it is said to have 
been the last, the decisive wrong which led 
him to bring a suit for divorce. Two chil- 
dren, daughters, issued from this marriage. 
He is now a member of the Academy of 
Sciences and of the French Academy, a 
Senator, a Professor at the College of France 
and at the Garden of Plants, all of which 
places yield him an income of some $10,000 
in gold annually.—Med. & Surg. Reporter. 


Tue numerous friends of Dr. John E. 
Tyler, of the McLean Asylum for the In- 
sane, at Somerville, will be gratified to 
learn that intelligence has been received 
from Charleston announcing a favorable 
turn of his disease. His physicians have 
strong hopes of his speedy recovery. 





In boring an Artesian well in St. Louis, toa 
depth of 3,843} feet, a curious circumstance 
in connection with the temperature was 
noted. The thermometer, which, at 3,000 
feet, registered 106° F., fell when that 
depth was passed, marking but 105° at 
3,800 feet.—New York Medical Gazette. 





DEATHS FROM CHLOROFORM. 


We have to chronicle the fact of anoth- 
er death taking place from chloroform. It 
occurred in University College Hospital, 
on the 13th inst., in a young man whose 
thigh was amputated by Mr. C. Heath.— 





He retains the 


until he has sold his wine. 


Medical Press and Circular, April 27. 
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Smatipox.—tThis frightful disease is always 
among us, ready to propagate itself, by contagion, 
wherever its seed may find a receptive soil. In 
the twenty-seven years of registration in Massa- 
chusetts, 3,003 deaths from smallpox have been 
recorded. The number in a single year has some- 
times risen to 300, and again has fallen to 12. In 
1868, twenty fatal cases were reported. The 
price of public safety, as regards this dreadful 
pest, is constant vigilance on the part of the health 
authorities to make sure that the whole population 
is protected by vaccination. 

We have so long enjoyed the advantages of this 
greatest of all discoveries in preventive medicine 
that the present generation is in danger of for- 
getting the horrors of the period when everybody 
was exposed to the peril of unmitigated smallpox. 
How complete is the protection through careful, 
systematic and thorough vaccination is made evi- 
dent by the following facts. In Ireland, vaccina- 
tion was made compulsory in 1863. Since that 
period the Irish Poor Law Commissioners have 
carried out the provisions of Law, and the whole 
population has been vaccinated. The results are 
seen in the following figures, from which it ap- 
pears that the Irish physicians have banished 
smallpox from their Island as St. Patrick is said 
to have banished the snakes. 


Whereas, in the periods 1830-40, 1840-50 and 
1850-60, the respective annual average mortali- 
ties had been 5,800, 3,827, and 1,272, in the years 
1864, 1865, 1866, 1867, 1868, they were 854, 347, 
187, 20 and 19 respectively. In the first half of 
1869 the whole number was three. 

The deaths from smallpox in Ireland since 1866 
have been so few that it is fair to suppose the 
cases have been generally imported from abroad. 
The population being about five and a half mil- 
lions, we should have, if 7 well protected, 
about four deaths a year in Massachusetts. 

Our people need no more compulsion than that 
which the statutes have authorized for many years, 
and which public opinion has for the most part 
enabled our health and school authorities to en- 
force; but our watchfulness should never be re- 
laxed against this insidious and terrible foe.— 
Twenty-seventh Registration Report of Massachu- 
setts for the year 1868. 


Our New England homeopathic namesake, ap- 
propos of the appointment of a member of its 
school to be a ‘* poor law medical officer” in Ita- 
ly, and in rebuttal of the Lancet’s objection that 
in that country a physician is forbidden to dis- 
pense his own medicine, is exceedingly jubilant 
over the idea ‘‘that the Italian law, like the 
Spanish, does not aim to include high attenuations 
among medicines.” Had such a statement ema- 
nated from a perverse and bigoted journal of our 
own persuasion, we should have set it down as an 
almost too severe sarcasm; uttered by an autho- 
rized oracle of high potency, it impels us to in- 
quire whether, after this confession, our homeo- 
pathic friends still entitle themselves ‘‘ practition- 
ers of medicine” ?—New York Medical Gazette. 


WE learn by recent advices from Cuba that 
smallpox is epidemic in Havana and vicinity. 








—: 
TRANSFUSION was recently successfully per. 
formed in Ireland by Drs. Beatty, Colles, ‘ang 
McDonnell, in a case of uterine hemorr 
about ten ounces of blood being taken from the 
patient’s husband.—New York Medical Gazette, 














Members Of the profession interested in Diseases 
the Eye are invited to visit the Ophthalmic Clinique of 
the Boston City Hospital, at their convenience, on Mop. 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9 to 11 o’clock, 

Henry W. WILu1Ams, M.D., Oph. Surgeon, 








To CoRRESPONDENTS.—Communications accepted:— 
A Fragment of the Medical History of Boston—Preyep. 
tion of Venereal Diseases—Regeneration of the Epithe. 
lium of the Cornea—Conium Maculatum—Report of 
Vermont Medical Association—A Physician’s Problems; 
a Review—Review of O’Reilley Prize Essay. ’ 





PAMPHLETS RECEIVED.—Transactions of the Medical 
Society of the State of New York, for the Year 1969, 
Pp. 364. (From Wm. H. Bailey, M.D., Secretary, 
The Correlation of Vital and Physical Forces. By Prof, 
George F. Barker, M.D., Yale College. No. 2, Univer. 
sity Series. Pp. 36.—Oxygen Gas a Remedy in Disease, 
By Andrew H. Smith, M.D.,{New York. Pp. 56.—The 
Relative Dangers of Anesthesia by Chloroform and 
Ether, from Statistics of 209,893 Cases. By E. Andrews, 
A.M., M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of 
Surgery in Chicago Medical College. Pp. 12.—Spinal 
Irritation. By William A. Hammond, M.D., New York, 
Re-printed from the Journal of Psychological Medicine 
for April, 1870. Pp. 42. 





Deaths in sixteen Cities and Towns of Massachusetts 
for the week ending May 7, 1870. 

Number of ©——PREVALENT DISEASES.——, 
deaths in Consump- Pneumo- 
towns. each place. tion. nia. 
Boston... 115 
Charlestown 9 
Worcester .. 19 
Lowell .... 10 
Milford ....7 
Chelsea ....3 
Cambridge. . 5 
BAIN 2162-8 
Lawrence ... 8 
Springfield .. 6 
Lynn....-. 
Fitchburg. . . 7 
Newburyport . 4 
Somerville .. 6 
Fall River. . 10 
Haverhill ... 2 
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Worcester and Boston each report one death from 
smallpox. From all the above-named places there are 
reported ten deaths from croup, eight from scarlet fever, 
four from typhoid fever, and three from measles. 

GEORGE Derpy, M.D., 
Secretary of State Board of Health, 


Cities 
and 
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DEATHS IN Boston for the week ending May 7th, 
115. Males 45—Females 70.—Abscess, 1—anzmia, l1— 
apoplexy, 2—congestion of the brain, 2—disease of the 
brain, 3—inflammation of the brain, 2—bronchitis, 4— 
cancer, 5—cholera infantum, l1—consumption, 3l—con- 
vulsions, 4—croup, 3—cyanosis, 2—debility, 2—dropsy of 
the brain, 3—drowned, 1—scarlet fever, 5—typhoid fever, 
3—disease of the heart, 6—infantile disease, 1—insanity, 
1—disease of the kidneys, 2—congestion of the lungs, 4— 
inflammation of the lungs, 4—marasmus, 2—measles, 2 
—old age, 4—paralysis, 1—premature birth, 1—puerpe- 
ral disease, 1—rheumatism, 2—scrofula, 1—smallpox, 1 
—stricture of the cesophagus, 1—teething, 1—unknown 
diseases, 5. 

Under 5 years of age, 34—between 5 and 20 years, 14 
—between 20 and 40 years, 34—between 40 and 60 years, 
11—above 60 years, 22. Born in the United States, 8l— 
Ireland, 26—other places, 8. 








